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A MOTHER’S GIFT * 


When in future distant years 
Thou shalt look upon this page 
Through a crystal vale of tears 
That dim our eyes in after age, 
Think it was a mother’s hand, 
Though her smile no more thou’lt 
see, 
Pointing towards that “better land,” 
Gave this sacred gift to thee. 


Lightly thou esteemest it now, 
For thy heart is young and wild, 
And upon thy girlhood’s brow 
Naught but sunny hope hath smiled; 
But when disappointments come 
And the world begins to steal 
All thy spirit’s earthly bloom, 
Then its value you will feel. 


To thy chamber still and lone, 
Fly and search this sacred page; 
When earth’s blandishments are gone, 
Every grief it will assuage. 


Close thy door against the din 

Of worldly folly—worldly fear— 
Only let the radiance in 

Of each heavenly promise here! 


When the bruised spirit bends 

"Neath the weight of sorrow’s chain, 
When of all life’s summer friends 

Not one flatterer shall remain, 
Lay this unction to the wound 

Of thy smitten, bleeding breast— 
Here the only balm is found 

That can yield the weary rest. 


Nor alone in hours of woe 
a the Scriptures,” but while 


Doth lite’ s blissful cup o’erflow 

Be it oft thy sweet employ. 
So, remembering in thy youth 

Him whose spirit lights each page, 
Thou shalt have abundant proof 

He will not forget thine age! 


a mother has given to her son or daughter, in parting, the Bible as the Chart of 


* Many 
life. It is practically always fruitful in good. 


a Bible a mother gave to her daughter.—Eprror. 
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OUR QUESTION 


BOX 





1034—Can We Lengthen or Shorten Life? 


Question—Can a person shorten or lengthen his 
days on earth, or are the days of man fixed unalter- 
ably at a certain number ?—M. E. D. 


I think our days are numbered, if we 
live according to God’s laws, but if we 
choose to do so, I think we may cut short 
our days by a deliberate act, or we may 
lengthen them by taking care of the body, 
that is, we may lengthen them beyond what 
they would be, if we did not take any care 
of ourselves, but living as God has taught 
us to do, I think our days are numbered, 
and beyond that number we cannot go. 





1035—Does God Know Everything? 


Question—Does God know everything, even to 
things of the future and of little value ?—Hettie. 


Yes, I think He does. Why should He 
not know everything, when He made every- 
thing? He is all-seeing, all-knowing, and 
all-powerful. Surely He takes notice of the 
falling sparrow. Then why not of our little 
affairs? He not only sees the insignificant 
things of life, but He sees also the depths of 
the heart—He knows what is there. There 
is a text beyond which none of us can go, 
viz.: “Thou God seest me.” He knows our 
hearts and our thoughts. 





1036—Was the Uncleanness Inherent? 


Question—Was the uncleanness of the forbidden 
animal, etc., as referred to above, inherent or cere- 
monial? Please explain fully—An Inquirer After 
Truth. 


I think it was ceremonial. It is true that 
some animals were included which seem to 
be inherently unclean, but I do not think 
that every animal forbidden as unclean was 
necessarily inherently unclean. When Je- 
sus came, He came to end the (ceremonial) 
law, and from that time onward unclean- 
ness was physical rather than ceremonial. 
That this is the correct understanding of 
this question is assured by the fact that 
Paul did not regard anything as unclean in 
and of itself. Unquestionably Jesus put an 
end to the law which was merely cere- 
monial. While this is true, it may be also 
true that some animals are not as safe for 
diet as others, but in all such cases I think 
it is because the animal is inherently un- 
elean; 





1037—The Origin of the Federal Council 


Question—Can you tell me something of the origin 
of The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, and what led to its establishment?—A. W. 


Yes, I think I can. The ocean is filled 
by a multitude of streams, all emptying 
from the hills. The Federation of the 
Churches has been a growing idea. It seems 
to have started in a desire to get together 
on the part of Christian peoples. They were 
tired of being separated. They did not see 
any chance to get the denominations to- 
gether at first, and so they began by form- 
ing different societies which had for their 
purpose the promotion of certain Christian 
enterprises, such as were common to all the 
denominations. For instance, such as the 
Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., The United 
Society of Christian Endeavor, the Brother- 
hood of Andrew and Philip, the Laymen’s 


Missionary Movement, the Student Volun- 
teer Movement, the International Sunday- 
school Association, The American Tract So- 
ciety, The American Bible Society, The 
Home Missions Council, The Missionary 
Education Movement, The Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, together with 
a number of other similar organizations, till 
about the year 1895, when the first Federa- 
tion of the Churches took place in New 
York City. This was followed in 1902 by a 
similar Federation of the Churches of 
Massachusetts. Under the work of Rev. E. 
B. Sanford, D. D., these federations began 
to grow, till in 1905 the first National Fed- 
eration of the churches met in N. Y. City. 
The organization is growing, especially in 
its departmental work. It is now one of 
the largest organizations in Christendom. 





1038—Why not Flesh and Blood? 


Question—Why did Paul say that . and blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God?—C. E. W. 


I take it that “flesh and blood” means the 
body in natural and mortal state. These 
cannot go to heaven because they are mortal. 
Only the immortal can live in heaven. Even 
Jesus was transfigured before His ascension. 
As to why this is so, I must confess I do 
not know, except that infinite wisdom so 
ordered it for good reasons, well known to 
God, but not known to man. When Jesus 
said, “Suffer little children to come unto 
me,” He referred to the children in their 
bodily state coming to Him while He was 
still in the body. When we go to Him in 
Heaven, the body will be left behind till 
the resurrection and then we shall all be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, putting away the mortal and putting 
on the immortal, or glorified bodies. 





1039—Is Definite Seeking Necessary? 


Question—Is the gift of the Holy Spirit never ob- 
tained without definite seeking? How about the 
disciples whom Paul found at Ephesus—Acts 19: 1-87 
Was not the Holy Spirit bestowed in this instance 
without the seeking, or even the asking ?7—L. 


Inasmuch as I am not infinite in knowl- 
edge, I cannot dogmatically assert that the 
Holy Spirit is never given without definite 
seeking, but I can say that so far as I 
know the gift of the Holy Spirit is usually 
given in answer to believing prayer which 
has been expressed with a desire to receive 
this wonderful gift of God. The case in 
Acts 19: 1-8 is an instance of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit in answer to praying seek- 
ers. Do you ask: But how do you know 
such to be a fact? I know it in this way: 
Up till the time of Paul’s visit, they knew 
nothing of the Holy Spirit, but when Paul 
told them of this wonderful gift of God for 
the believer’s life, they evidently believed 
and sought -the gift at once, for under 
Paul’s instruction they immediately yielded 
and were baptized. You see they could not 
seek for the gift before they knew of the 
existence of such a gift, but when Paul 
taught them this great truth, they must 
have immediately sought the bestowment of 
the gift upon them, for they did immedi- 
ately receive the Holy Spirit. In support 


of this view, let me direct your attention 
to Pentecost, in which there were several 
days of waiting before the Holy Spirit was 
given. Then turn to Acts 4:31, and you 
will see that there was prayer immediately 
preceding the bestowment of the Spirit. 
Turn also to Acts 10: 42-44, and you will 
see that instruction immediately preceded 
the receiving of the Spirit. And while it 
does not directly say that the people sought 
the gift of the Spirit, it is implied in very 
strong language—as soon as they were in- 
formed, they sought and obtained. This 
seems to be God’s way, as you will see by 
turning to Luke 24: 49—the disciples were 
instructed by Jesus to tarry till they were 
endued with power from on high. Now, 
waiting before the Lord is usually consider- 
ed an attitude of seeking. A good example 
—follow it! 





1040—Where Is the Power? 


Question—Where, in your opinion, do the spiritual 
healers get their power to heal diseases?—A Brother. 


I do not know any true spiritual healer 
who claims to have power to heal diseases. 
As I understand it, these men disclaim any 
power in themselves to heal—all true Chris- 
tian men and women who take an active 
interest in the divine healing of disease say 
that the healing power is of God. I think 
that is right. Only God has power sufficient 
to heal disease without the aid of medicine. 
Any one who claims to have power in him- 
self or in herself to heal disease is a fake 
and a fraud, as I believe. It is true that 
when one is afflicted with a disease which 
is purely imaginary, if you can persuade 
such an one to believe that he is not so 
diseased, then you cure him. That is the 
way that Christian Scientists heal, as I un- 
derstand it. If one imagines he has a certain 
disease, when it is not true, any one 
who can induce him to believe it is not so 
—that he has no disease—that cures 
him of what he did not have. Some time 
ago a Christian Scientist came to get me 
to open THE HERALD to their defense of the 
teachings of Christian Science. I told him 
plainly that we do not publish our paper 
in the interest of error. He insisted that 
their teachings are true. I told him that 
his cures were limited to diseases which 
are only imaginery and not real. He said 
not. Well, then, said I: “You select a case 
of genuine consumption. Allow me to take 
a doctor to see the patient who shall ex- 
amine the case carefully. If this doctor pro- 
nounces it a case of genuine and well- 
defined consumption, then I will turn the 
case over to you, and if you cure the pa- 
tient and the same doctor says the cure is 


real, then I will give you a hearing in our 


columns. That was some while ago, but so 
far he has not brought forward a case of 
that kind for a test, and they will not bring 
such a case forward, and for the reason they 
know that they cannot cure a case of con- 
sumption when it is deep seated and well 
developed. If a spiritual healer does not get 
his power from God, then he has no healing 
power and you had better let him alone. 
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J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 


patient and candid hearing—will 
you give it to us in the interest of 
truth and righteousness? 

The editor of this paper has served more 
than eleven years, during all of which time 
he has consistently and sincerely opposed 
the teachings of men and women who deny 
the inspiration and reliability of the 
Scriptures, who reject the supernatural in 
Christianity, who repudiate the resurrection 
of the body, who declare against the need 
of regeneration of the human heart by the 
Holy Spirit, who renounce the virgin birth 
of the Son of God, who question the truth 
of miracles, who pronounce many of the 
characters and incidents of the Bible as 
myths, and at the same time claim to be- 
lieve the teachings of evolution rather 
than teachings of Genesis as to the 
creation. Should we remain in this position 
for another eleven years, we could not 
change our attitude of opposition to these 
things. We have no sympathy whatever 
with them and would surrender our posi- 
tion as editor any day rather than remain 
silent. The office of editor has absolutely no 
attraction for us, if the price of it is sub- 
mission to known error. On the eve of the 
last election, we declared our position un- 
equivocally. We mean to be understood as 
to our attitude toward what we believe to 
be truth, regardless of position. 

Only a little while ago a dear friend 
appealed to us to “let up” in our opposition 
to the teachings of higher criticism, not that 
he had any sympathy with its advocates, 
for he spoke of them as infidels, but he 
simply wished that we would say nothing 
more on that line.. He pleaded that we 


W* come to our readers to ask for a 


might say all we wished in praise of the. 


Bible, only he would have us say nothing 
of the men who are fighting that grand 
old Book—just leave them without opposi- 
tion. No doubt he was honest in his opinion, 
but beyond all question he was unwise in 
his thought. We have carefully considered 
the wisdom of the course he suggested, but 
we cannot agree with him as to this policy 
of silence in a matter so grave and so vital 
in the present and future welfare of the 
Christian Church. As we understand it, 
the Bible stands for its own inspiration and 
reliability, for the supernatural in Chris- 
tianity, for the resurrection of the body, for 
the need of the regeneration of the human 
heart, for the truth of the virgin birth of 
the Son of God, and for the reality of the 
working of miracles. As we understand it, 
the Bible stands for these columnar truths 
in Christianity, and because it does, we 
stand for the Bible as our creed. 

Now, after. mature consideration as to 
this policy of silence, we wish to put it up 
to our beloved brotherhood to settle in their 
own minds, if their editor is right or wrong 
in this stand for the truth for which our 
Church stands as a body. Do you think 
your editor is wrong when he does his best 
to resist the teachings of these men who 
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seem to be seeking to take from the Bible 
these great fundamental truths? Could he 
be true to the cause of Christ, if he should 
know that among us and others are men 
who are at least in strong sympathy with 
the work of higher criticism in its efforts 
to displace such doctrines as we have enum- 
erated above, and yet remain silent? You 
know that silence not only gives consent, 
but it gives a fine chance for the introduc- 
tion and indoctrination of error, of deadly 
error, against the cause of Christ? If your 
editor should stand face to face with such 
a situation, fully cognizant of it, and yet 
keep his mouth shut and allow his pen to 
rust, could you trust him to stand in de- 
fense of the cause we love and for which we 
labor? 

Do not misunderstand us. The editor 
was not urged to accept the teachings of 
higher criticism directly. He was simply 
urged to remain silent—to say what he may 
wish to say in support of the Bible, but he 
was urged to remain silent as to higher 
criticism and its associated errors. Per- 
sonally, it would be much easier to keep 
silent than it is to stand true to the truth, 
as he sees it. Even the men who wish us 
to remain silent, should we do so, could have 
no respect for such a strengthless back- 
bone, nor could we respect our own silence. 

Let us consider for a few moments what 
such a course on the part of the editor 
would mean. Believing that the errors of 
higher criticism are very destructive to the 
vital faith of believers, could you give him 
your confidence, if through a desire to please 
men, he should consent to remain silent, 
while the friends of error might go on their 
way, scattering pernicious teachings among 
the people? We believe every clear-think- 
ing man would déspise such a course, and 
besides, it would be not only radically 
wrong, but destructively dangerous. 

Such a policy would be suicidal, not only 
to the life we seek to live in Christ, but it 
would be suicidal also to the organization 
which should protect error by the short road 
of silence—trouble and confusion to truth 
and righteousness would follow, even to the 
point of darkness. If no voice be lifted 
against error, that would be all that en- 
emies of truth could ask. Under the policy 
of silence, error would stalk forth in its 
glory, spreading itself like the proverbial 
green bay-tree 

Let us stop a minute and think! The 
policy of silence in such a situation has 
always been disastrous. Indeed, it has 
rarely been practiced because of its mani- 
fest unwisdom. It has not even the foun- 
dation of common sense to support it. May 
we ask how many instances of this policy of 
silence can our readers name? What great 
leaders of thought have ever adopted such 
a@ course, except at the peril of all it in- 
volved? Paul was regarded as a great lead- 
er in Christian thought in his day, but did 
he ever adopt such a course? Hear him 
again and again, as he strikes boldly at the 


Judaizing teachers, who were trying to dis- 
rupt and destroy the truths for which Paul 
stood. He never consented to silence. He 
spoke out bravely and determinedly against 
these false teachers. He faced the enemies 
of the gospel and declared their error in 
language which could not be easily misun- 
derstood. Turn to Acts 15: 1, 2, and see how 
Paul met and repulsed these teachers. Paul 
and Barnabas bravely stood for the truth, 
fearing not the face of man. Read Acts 15: 
34, in which you will see that Paul did not 
play the role of silence when facing error. 
He went so far as to take the matter to 
Jerusalem to be settled. 

Turn to Gal. 2:4, where Paul met this 
policy of silence with open rebuke. In 
verse 5 of the same chapter, you will see 
that he did not give place to such a policy 
at all. If the editor of this paper has 
grieved brethren by standing for truth and 
against error, he is sorry for their grief, 
but he cannot for one moment do otherwise 
than stand for what he conceives to be great 
central and fundamental truths. If this 
sort of silence must be practiced in the 
columns of this paper, you must get some 
one else to practice it—we cannot and will 
not do it. Again turn to Gal. 6: 12, 13, 14, 
and you will find Paul facing error, and in 
its presence he stands for the truth un- 
dismayed! Silence in the presence of error 
is unknown from a Biblical standpoint. 
Suppose your editor should in a moment of 
weakness give way to this policy of silence 
in the presence of error, what could you 
expect for the future of our work? 

Just now we have a fearful example of 
this sort of work in Russia. Germany sent 
Germanizing agents to work against Rus- 
sia, taking a strong stand in the war. They 
disseminated ideas which were against the 
national health and strength of Russia. 
For a long while Russia seemed to say 
nothing—she adopted the silent policy, but 
when she awoke it was too late—Russia was 
ruined as a nation, and because she did not 
betimes stir herself to resent the introduc- 
tion of such mischievous teaching. Did 
Russia do the right thing in keeping silence 
in the presence of such dangerous teaching? 
There can be but one answer—Russia made 
the mistake of her history when she did 
not in the very beginning check the work 
against her national life! 

Suppose the temperance forces of the 
United States had adopted this policy of 
silence as to the curse of liquor—suppose 
the Anti-Saloon League had simply gone 
forth in behalf of temperance, saying noth- 
ing of the curse of strong drink and making 
no effort to destroy the power of the liquor 
propaganda, where would that movement 
stand to-day? It would be a corpse and in 
its grave. The policy of silence would have 
killed it, and we all know that is true. A 
simple praising of temperance will never 
make America dry. We must not only show 
the advantages of temperance, but we must 
strike dead the saloon in its tracks. 

Let us come still nearer to our line of 
work. We have an example of just what 
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our dear friend wished us to do in standing 
for the Bible. Our Disciple brethren have 
had an experience along this very line. 
They tried this policy of silence toward 
higher criticism, evolution, and New The- 
ology. Now let us hear what they have to 
say of their wisdom in doing this sort of 
work. In The Christian Standard some 
weeks ago an admission was made on this 
point. It was affirmed that they had borne 
with this higher criticism and said nothing 
by way of reply till now they find them- 
selves awfully handicapped to curb its in- 
fluence or even to restrain its power. They 
let it go without any check till it has gained 
a foothold in their Church and its institu- 
tions, and now they find themselves almost 
helpless to protect themselves against its 
ruinous work. The College of the Bible for 
the training of their ministers (at Lexington, 
Ky.) is torn in pieces by the higher critics, 
which, while the Church was pursuing the 
silence policy, crept in and now they are 
holding the whole Church at bay—so far 
they cannot get them out, though it has been 
proven over and over that these higher 
critics are teaching that the Bible has much 
untruth in it, and especially in its funda- 
mental doctrines. Not only so, but while the 
Disciples were silent, the higher critics 
among them are charged with having or- 
ganized an institute to forward their cause, 
even using said institute to put higher crit- 
ics in the best positions open to their broth- 
erhood throughout the Church. This has all 
come as the result of our Disciple brethren 
doing just what some of our brethren wish 
this editor to do, viz.: Keep silent while the 
enemies of the truth work. 

Now some of the Disciple papers are do- 
ing everything in their power to break the 
hold these men have gotten in the Disciple 
Church, but they are finding a hard task 
ahead of them. Indeed, so far they have 
not been able to drive out of their school 
for the training of their ministers these 
enemies of the Word of God. They played 
silence till it is too late. The editor of this 
paper has not, and will not, play that game. 
If harm is done to our people in this way, it 
shall not be laid at the door of this editor. 
With ill-will to none, personally, but with 
loyalty to God’s Word, we must stand here, 
and may God help us. 


A PEACE-LOVING WORLD 


We deprecate war. We hate it as a curse 
to the world, and yet there are times when 
war must be resorted to, and we are now in 
just such a time. The world was doing well 
when the present struggle was forced on 
us. We did not want war, but we could not 
escape it under the world-wide drive of the 
German war machine. It had to come and 
we had to meet it. There was nothing else 
to do, unless we had lain down like a whip- 
ped dog, as poor Russia has done, and let 
Germany do with us as it pleased. One 
hundred millions of people bowing down to 
be the slaves of seventy millions would be 
a sad scene indeed. The Illinois State 
Register says, and with considerable force: 
“The Hohenzollern dynasty knows that it 
alone stands in the way of peace. That 
dynasty forced the war upon the world at 
peace with itself and all mankind, and be- 
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fore the war can end it must be placed 
where it cannot force another war upon a 
peace-loving world.” And that is the truth 
of the war situation on that point. If we 
allow Germany to make peace on her own 
terms, it will mean a continuation of Ger- 
many’s efforts to subdue the world and bring 
under German power. The people are 
meaning of the outcome of the present 
struggle is either the freedom of the world, 
or it means the subjugation of the world 
under German domination. The people are 
not ready for any such an ending of the 
war! They will never submit to it as long 
as we have an ounce of power to resist. 
Germany must go under and get out of the 
way of world peace, and the sooner she is 
made to get out of the way, the sooner may 
the world again settle down to a peaceable 
life and service. Belgium, Rumania, and 
Russia are ruined now under German dom- 
ination. We cannot allow that sort of thing 
to go any further. As much as we hate 
war, it must be used to destroy itself till 
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it gives way to peace, as a forerunner of the 
coming of the Prince of Peace, who shall 
rule and reign in righteousness. For that 
day all good men and women must stand, 
stand like a stone wall. 








Mentionings 


*** T imagine that in some ways I am 
ten years younger than I was ten years ago 
—so says Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D., 
Lakemont, N. Y. 


*** Referring to the idea of union be- 
tween us and our Disciple brethren, one 
brother writes that he has nothing to say of 
the policy of union, but that he is in favor 
of union. Then referring to a certain por- 
tion of our people, he says: “They are 
already Disciples and do not know it.” Well, 
that is a peculiar situation. We think they 
had better give a little attention to finding 
out who they are and the good work they 
are seeking to do. 





THE WAR PROBLEMS OF CHRISTIANITY 


BY REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., ALBANY, N. Y. 


The General War Time Commission of 
the Federal Churches of Christ in America 
held its second meeting in New York City 
on Washington’s Birthday. The meeting 
opened at ten o’clock and continued through- 
out. the day. Though there were but 
eigh*-en present at the time of opening, Dr. 
Ro =: E. Speer, chairman of the Commis- 
sion, ceminded us that we cannot more 
fittingly honor the Father of our Country 
than to get at our task on time. 

Dr. Speer called our attention to the pos- 
sibility that the gathering might be mak- 
ing history and we should therefore ap- 
proach our work in a becoming fear of God. 
He reviewed the favorable and unfavorable 
elements in the present situation as they 
affected the interests of the church. Among 
the former he mentioned the high motives 
of the nation in the war, the generous re- 
sponse of the people in general, the protec- 
tion provided our men in service from the 
evils usually affecting such times, and the 
general favorable attitude of soldiers to- 
ward religious efforts. Among the unfav- 
orable things he mentioned the sterilization 
of men’s minds under military discipline, 
the hindrance of church division, and the 
moral torpor of the Church in some in- 
stances. 

Other speakers were Bishop Luther B. 
Wilson, Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, Dr. Frank 
Mason North, Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, Dr. 
Arthur J. Brown, and Dr. William Adams 
Brown. The attendance of members of the 
Commission and visitors reached seventy- 
five or more during the day. 

In its investigation and deliberation the 
Commission was concerned with the follow- 
ing eight features of its task: 

1. A survey of the general situation. 

2. The present religious condition in the 
army camps, the surrounding neighbor- 
hoods and the Church in America because 
of the war. 

8. The religious and moral situation 
among our troops abroad. 


4. The situation before the Church in 
preparation for post-war conditions. Inter- 
relationship and outward applications. 


5. The future of the General War Time 
Commission with consideration of its pro- 
gram and policies. 

6. The enlistment of the Church in prayer 
and the realization of a new spirit of con- 
secration. 

7. The relationship of Christianity to na- 
tionalism. 

8. A way out of the present method of 
settling international difficulties. 


Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, of Princeton, gave 
the following facts of present accomplish- 
ments. For the 1,670,000 men in camps 
there are six hundred or more buildings for 
religious purposes. There are over four 
hundred chaplains, 2,519 Y. M. C. A. work- 
ers, one hundred camp or army pastors. To 
this force must be added many visitors for 
religious purposes, home pastors adjoining 
camps, and other religious workers. There 
have been distributed to the “boys” 100,000,- 
000 pieces of Christian literature, 300,000 
devotional books and uncounted Testaments. 

The concluding thought of Dr. Brown’s 
concluding address was: “Clearly if we 
are to meet the issues of the new world, 
we must meet them together. A united 
world will require a united Church. The 
repentance which we preach to others we 
must practice ourselves. We are moving 
toward Passion Week with its reminder of 
the cost, but above all of the triumph of 
love. In the weeks to come we shall be 
much in prayer. Let us try to make prayer 
definite. As we ask God for victory for 
the cause to which we are committed, let 
us ask Him first of all that His cause be 
triumphant within ourselves. Confessing 
with shame the sins of our past, our narrow 
vision, our unhappy divisions, let us pray 
Him to make us-one in His Spirit, an in- 
strument which He can use for the redemp- 
tion of the world.” 
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*** Reasons are given on page 8. Are 
they true, as you see them? 


*** The First church, Dayton, Rev. McD. 
Howsare, pastor, received two members last 
Sunday. 


*** Rev. Robert G. Van Zant is in a 
series of meetings at the Chambersburg 
Christian church at this time. He is assist- 
ed by Rev. Dan. G. Pleasant, pastor of our 
Crown Point church. The outlook is con- 
sidered most promising. 


*** Last Sunday was a fine day with us 
here in Newmarket. We had fine audiences, 
both in the morning and evening services. 
About four hundred persons attended serv- 
ices at our church during the day.—Rev. 
A. E. Bagby, Newmarket, Ontario. 


*** T have been taking THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY for twenty-six years and it 
seems to me to get better every year. I 
often find a single article in it that is worth 
the price of the paper. May the good work 
go on.—Joseph S. Williams, Edson, Kansas. 


**** We wish our brethren to write, but 
do let us try to be shorter in giving expres- 
sion to our thoughts. We are not objecting 
to your thoughts. Cut your article up into 
two or three, and then see if better results 
are not secured. We wish more writers, not 
fewer! 


*** Dr. Morrill spent last Sunday with 
the church at Blanchard, Ohio, in the in- 
terests of missions. We are now coming 
close to the annual offering for foreign 
missions. Let us get busy and stand in our 
places and do our best to promote the cause 
of Christ. 


*** Rev. and Mrs. Clarence Bennett were 
in Dayton a few days ago, visiting friends 
and relatives. He is a son of Rev. S. D. 
Bennett and a brother of Rev. Simon Ben- 
nett—they are all ministers of the gospel. 
How beautiful for father and sons to dedi- 
cate their lives to the same great work. 


*** T am looking for a place where they 
are not able to pay a very large salary to 
the minister. I prefer to go into a rural 
district, or into a small village, if any such 
place should care for my help. In that 
event I should be glad to correspond with 
them.—Rev. W. C. Nickok, Sears, Michigan. 


*** Our beloved brother, Rev. George D. 
Eastes, late pastor of the Third church, 
Norfolk, Va., but now serving in the evan- 
gelistic field, is in a fine meeting at Olney, 
Illinois, with Rev. O. A. Jacobs, pastor. 
When he is through there, he will go to 
Greenville, Ohio, where, under the blessings 
of God, he will lead in a campaign of all 
the churches in a great union effort. See 
his letter on page 23. 


*** Dr. Martyn Summerbell, while deliv- 
ering a course of lectures at Defiance Col- 
lege, was invited by the pastors of Defiance 
to preach what is known as the community 
sermon. He accepted the call and preached 





the sermon at the Presbyterian church, on 
Sunday, Feb. 24. His subject was fine— 
Hunger for Righteousness. 


*** Rev. W. H. Denison, D. D., has tend- 
ered his resignation as pastor of the Me- 
morial Christian Temple, Norfolk, Va., to 
take effect June 1, 1918. Dr. Denison has 
served the Temple for six years and has 
done a splendid work in building up. He 
now becomes Superintendent of the For- 
ward Movement work of the Christian 
Church. He will enter upon his duties as 
such on retiring from the Temple pastorate, 
June 1. It is a great undertaking to which 
he will then dedicate his time and talents. 
We wish him great success. 


*** T am glad to see the notice in THE 
HERALD of the coming conference at Nor- 
folk. It is difficult to say what the con- 
ference will culminate in, but I see no good 
reason why the Christians and the Disciples 
should not work together, and I hope very 
much that the proposed conference may cul- 
minate in a definite and advance step in 
that direction. We ought certainly to be 
able to walk together upon a common road, 
even if we cannot find agreements on sec- 
ondary matters, for we are all agreed on 
primary issues.—Rev. Peter Ainslie, D. D., 
LL. D., Baltimore, Md. 


*** Enclosed you will find a money order 
for my renewal to THE HERALD. I have 
certainly enjoyed that paper during the 
twelve months past, or since I began taking 
it. I feel as if I cannot do without it now. 
It contains so many instructive and helpful 
contributions from some of our best and 
most intellectual men and women. I love to 
read the Question Box page also.—Deacon 
M. W. Hollowell, Deep Creek, Va. We re- 
call with pleasure many happy days spent 
in the long ago in the pastorate of the 
church of which Brother Hollowell is a 
member. We never knew him to fail to 
stand in his place and do his best to accom- 
plish the task which came to his hand. We 
are glad to have a good word from you, 
brother—come again! 


*** Bishop Berry is quoted by The Cali- 
fornia Christian Advocate as_ saying: 
“These are not the last days. These are 
the first days. The first days of the new 
era of human rights, of brotherhood, and of 
international confidence and permanent 
world peace.” Meanwhile, the whole world, 
or nearly so, is at war! That is a picture 
—enough to make the angels weep and the 
devils laugh! If we should hear an insane 
man talking that way, we should pity him, 
but when we hear a bishop so expressing 
himself, we stand amazed! What can he 
be talking about, anyway? The first days 
of a new era of human right, of real broth- 
hood, of international confidence and perma- 
nent world peace—that day will not come 
till Jesus comes. Human nature is not yet 
ready for such a day—it must wait till the 
millennium is here—just what Bishop 
Berry is seeking to discountenance. When 
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Jesus comes we shall get a new era, a new 
confidence, and a permanent world peace, 
but all these things cannot come under hu- 
man rulers. We have too much of self and 
not enough of Christ for reaching such 
achievements. This is a day of war and 
carnage. 


*** Brother Eldredge, writing from 
Camp Upton, N. Y., tells us of a new thing 
in the church world. A new house of wor- 
ship has been built at Camp Upton by the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America and given to that camp. It 
was paid for by six denominations. In this 
new house of worship fifty different creeds 
worship, including Catholic, Protestant, and 
Jews. That is the ideal of a union church, 
provided it be left to each worshiper to 
stand true to the Word of God as the Spirit 
may give him light to understand that 
Word. The building is held for the camp 
by a committee, consisting of an Army 
Chaplain, a representative of the Federal 
Council, and a Y. M. C. A. Secretary. We 
believe this is another illustration of the 
fact that you cannot bind men by any hu- 
man authority, but all must be bound by 
divine authority, as the Spirit may enable 
us to see that authority in the Word of 
God. 


*** A brother out in Kansas sends the 
splendid gift of Fifty Dollars to our Help- 
ing Hand Fund. That is fine, and on behalf 
of our Board of Trustees and the dear needy 
ones who may be blessed with the weekly 
visits of THE HERALD, as a result of this 
gift, we tender to that brother our sincere 
thanks for his thoughtful liberality toward 
a most deserving class of our people—those 
who delight to read THE HERALD, but are 
not able to pay_for it. We refer to such 
as the afflicted, widows, the unfortunate, etc. 
Brother, as soon as your Fifty Dollars gets 
to work, you may find joy each week in 
feeling that several people are blessed by 
the money you have given for this purpose, 
and may the joy of the thought be a rich 
blessing to you, and the paper a rich bless- 
ing to the dear ones to whom it may go. 
We should like to raise five hundred dollars 
for this Helping Hand Fund, to be.used ex- 
clusively for sending THE HERALD OF Gos- 
PEL LIBERTY to the needy ones. Are you 
willing to help us raise that much? If so, 
then will you write and send us your por- 
tion, what you are willing to give, for this 
good purpose? Think of that brother away 
out West, cut off from most of our people, 
but yet so interested in doing good and giv- 
ing comfort to the needy ones as to deny 
himself of fifty dollars for this good work, 
and then so modest that he is not willing 
to have his name given to the public. That 
is the beauty of the gift! God bless this 
brother. His modesty cannot keep God from 
knowing of his kind deed, and that is 
enough to know of a deed done in the name 
of the Lord! Even the editor of this paper 
does not know the name of this generous 
brother. 
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WHAT OF THE FUTURE OF THE CHRISTIANS? 


BY REV. E. E. BENNETT, CYNTHIANA, INDIANA 


I refer to the denomination so called. It 
has been intimated by some of our ablest 
writers, that the time might come when we 
would be swallowed up by the larger num- 
ber of Christians, who may become so like 
us that our. principles will be made more 
prominent by them than they are by us. 

I am reminded of one who said: “He 
must increase, but I must decrease.” As 
John did his work which God sent him to 
do, turning it all over to One who was 
greater than he, so should it be that the 
Church at large come to 
teaching substantially 
the same things we have 
been emphasizing for 
these more than a hun- 
dred years, should we 
rejoice that it is so? 
God has not given us 
the whole of His work 
to do, but I believe He 
has given us a definite 
share, and will hold 
us accountable for the 
proper execution of the task. We, possibly 
with a few others, have been laying the 
foundation for a larger expression of the 
Kingdom of God. It is of infinite impor- 
tance that the foundation shall be good, else 
others who later may be called to build upon 
it shall fail, and the fault be ours. If the 
foundation be weak, and the superstructure 
builded upon it be great, the whole building 
will be a failure. Let us be sure that we 
are building upon the foundation which God 
Himself has laid, Jesus Christ being the 
chief corner-stone. 


We said we had been working a hundred 
years on this foundation work. It is a short 
time compared to the immensity of the task. 
It may be our work to only complete the 
foundation, and another may be called to 
resume the work where we leave off. God 
will indicate just when our task is done. 
Let us be careful that we do not use our 
own judgment about the quitting. If God 
has called us to the task, and I believe He 
has, He will retire us when the work is 
done. If it shall be our work to lay a sure 
foundation, and perhaps never see the 
Church in its united organic oneness, shall 
we be discouraged, or complain? In my 
last pastorate, a new house was built by 
the side of the parsonage. The masons 
came after the excavating was finished, and 
laid up the wall. They knew how to do that, 
and the work was executed with the thought 
that other workmen were coming to lay the 
sills, erect the studding, put on the roof, 
and the siding, and in time the house was 
enclosed. These workmen went away, and 
the plasterers came, and made the inner 
walls, and they went away. Then the fin- 
ishers came, and they did their part, casing 
up the woodwork, hanging the doors, and 
laying the floors. Then these went away, 
and the painters came, did their part, then 
they, too, went away. All were necessary, 
and when the work was completed, there 
stood on the foundation a beautiful new 
dwelling. There may be some work in the 
design of the great Master Builder which 
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must be done by some one else better pre- 
pared for the task than we. Shall we dis- 
pair because of it? 

In time past I have done some work with 
the Prohibition Party. It begins to look 
now like the seed sown by that great party 
has taken roots in other organizations, and 
the work for which the party stood so brave- 
ly and long will be consummated from other 
sources, and then there will be no more 
need of the Prohibition Party. Should 
those splendid men who have made such 
heroic sacrifices care? The principle for 
which they stood has been in some measure 
at least incarnated in a larger body, with 
the advantages which they sought already 
in their hands, and it looks now like the 
party men will soon see the desire of their 
hearts, in a saloonless nation. 


If it proves true, and it now looks like it 
would, that God is pleased to allow another 
to take up the work we have been doing, 
another with the power and influence al- 
ready in their hands to do what we have 
been doing, in a much larger way, actually 
teaching the great fundamentals of the 
Kingdom of God, though with a little differ- 
ent way of expressing them, made possible 
by ourselves, shall we not rejoice? Here 
comes in a delicate point. Suppose a peo- 
ple who are not of us organically is teach- 
ing the things we have loved and taught, 
with a basis of fellowship as broad as ours, 
and they, too, have grown to love the name 
Christian, and wish to so call themselves, 
what should be our attitude toward them? 
Shall we forbid them? Do we not state in 
our statement of principles: “Christian, 
the only name for His followers?” and, if 
they are loving and doing the command- 
ments of Christ, are they not His followers, 
and hence entitled to His name, though they 
may be as different from us, as we are dif- 
ferent from one another (and it would be 
difficult for them to be more so)? Or, does 
that particular one of our principles mean 
that our tolerance is to be extended only 
to those of our own Church? If so, then 
we would be sectarian in the strictest 
sense. Have we not been made. to re- 
joice again and again as the different 
bodies of religious people have accepted, as 
individuals at least the very things for 
which we have stood and contended all the 
time, that they are for the whole world? 


Brethren, I believe we should be diligent, 
but never jealous. Loyal, but never en- 
vious. The good housewife is glad to give 
to her neighbor a recipe with which she 
has had success. Nor will she be jealous, 
if when her neighbor has like success, for 
we cannot live apart from one another, but 
we are beginning to accept the fact that we 
are politically a part of the whole world, 
and are measurably accountable for what 
is going on in the world. The peoples of 
the whole world are growing into a fellow- 
ship, that makes the interests of one nation 
the interests of all. Just so, we as a peo- 
ple have done a work which, if we do not 
finish faithfully, Ged will call another to 
finish. If we are faithful to the great mis- 
sion that has been given us, God will call 
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others to help us finish the work, and when 
finished, in God’s own good time, when all 
shall know the truth that makes free, like 
as two drops of water flow together, because 
of the same component ingredients, so God’s 
people will become one, and we will neither 
have gone over to the sects, nor the sects 
come to us, but with our eye and aim fixed 
on the one objective, will meet on the 
world’s great battle-field, and side by side 
we will win the world for Christ. While 
this is being done, there is no time for 
strife. After it has been accomplished, 
there will be no desire for strife. Until 
then, let us be so busy with our task that 
we will not have time to criticise our broth- 
er. We shall soon learn the lesson that 
what we are interested in, and doing well, 
others will want to do also. We cannot 
leave the field till He who bade us go work 
in His vineyard shall call us to receive our 
wages. To cease our activities now would 
be desertion. We would be “slackers.” It 
has taken us most of the one hundred years 
to learn, and organize for the work. Others 
at. least in some measure have benefited by 
our mistakes, whereby they have been able 
in some particulars to do better than we. 
We laid the foundation for equal privileges 
in our schools, and others have surpassed 
in some respects our efforts. We laid the 
foundation of religious journalism. Others 
are publishing larger and more numerous 
papers than we, but none better. We laid 
the foundation for a Bible-wide fellowship. 
Others believe we were right, and in many 
respects are broadening their fellowship al- 
so. 


It illy becomes us who are living in the 
best age the world ever saw, even the age 
when new nations are being painfully born, 
and others are being regenerated, to cease 
our labors to find fault with those who 
preceded us in the work, because they did 
not do better. If the work ought to be done 
better, it is our privilege to do it as much 
better as the better opportunities make pos- 
sible. To fail to “stand by the ship” would 
be cowardly, and unworthy the sons of such 
men as our fathers were. They labored 
under great difficulties. We are smothered 
with opportunities. They had to make 
them. We must improve them, or they will 
crush us. There are the times that are 
mettle-testing, and under the test, we stand 
or fall. Every desertion of the ranks 
leaves the burden to fall a little harder on 
those who must be true and remain. It is 
not a time of place-seeking, but a time of 
surrender for service. A service that has, 
and will continue to challenge the admira- 
tion of the world. Our Commander bids us 
“Be thou faithful unto death.” Yes, faith- 
ful all through life, but more, faithful even 
if that faithfulness should cause death. 
Withholding nothing that we cannot give of 
time, talent, and means. Remembering Him 
who said: “Whosoever doth not bear his 
cross, and come after me cannot be my 
disciple.” 

What of the future of the Christians? 
It will be glorious, victorious, finishing the 
work that belongs to it to do, if we will 
but be faithful to our commission. Our 
people are few. It does not matter, for so 
were Gideon’s band, but they were fighting 
under God. So are we. The religious 
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world, except on those points where we 
stand for the union of all God’s people on 
God’s plan, and in His own good time, ad- 
mit that we are right. They are in many 
ways admitting that, but because it means 
the disintegration of sectarian organization, 
and the organization of all forces irrespec- 
tively for the overthrow of everything that 
divides, and the establishing of, and con- 
tending for, only those things upon which 
all God’s people can unite for service, they 
are many times silent. The foregleams of 
the coming morning cast their lights over 
us. They bid us labor, and love. We do 
not disparage the work others are doing, 
but we are certain of the divine commission 
relative to the work that distinctively belongs 
to us. He who said: “He that is faithful 
in that which is least, is faithful also in 


much. We who are inclined to think little 
of the work in the church because it does 
not seem as great as that being done by 
some one else, if any such there be, re- 
member that we are not commanded to do 
great things, but do faithfully that which 
is ours to do. 

I do not allow any one to love the Chris- 
tian Church more than I do, though others 
can and have done much more for it than I 
have. But when that grand day of victory 
shall come, and Christ shall say of a united 
Christendom: “Behold, I and the children 
which thou hast given me,” may God grant 
I, too, may have the glorious privilege of 
standing among them, conscious of the fact 
that by standing uncompromisingly by my 
convictions, as led by the Holy Spirit, I 
have had a little part in bringing it to pass. 





Not For Controversy 


There is little gain for the Kingdom in 
a@ mere attempt to get the better of an argu- 
ment. There is some advantage in approach- 
ing a question of moment from different 
angles. 


Conditions under which religious work 
must be done are constantly changing. 
While human nature remains much the 
same, and the great principles which gov- 
ern its spiritual transformation are con- 
stant, he who gives no heed to the variants 
in the problem will miss the true solution. 

A university or college trained man, who 
is a good mixer, who possesses talent for 
social adaptation, and can appreciate the 
significance of the social life about him, 
may possibly make the mistake of supposing 
that these qualifications are enough to make 
him a force for real spiritual uplift. But 
when he learns that nothing finally avails 
for the sinner but a heart surrender to 
Christ, and that nothing will induce that 
surrender but the preaching and manifesta- 
tion of the Christ life, it does not follow 
that he must change his social nature, or 
part with his tactfulness, or make no use 
of whatever ability he may have to make 
himself acceptable to those he would win to 
the Christian life. His methods may be modi- 
fied, because of having a more directly spir- 
itual aim; but it would not he reasonable 
to suppose that a downright in earnest soul- 
winner would forget to be in the highest 
sense “all things to all men,” if thereby he 
might save one. 

The truly modern preacher or pastor does 
not seek to bring people into the church by 
way of the gymnasium, the banqueting ta- 
ble, and the swimming pool. Time was 
when it was fondly supposed that social ac- 
tivities (not social service) could be used 
as “baits” by which the unwary sinner 
might be caught, and by easy stages landed 
within the church enclosure, almost without 
his knowing it. That form of social minis- 
try is outworn and outgrown. It has been 
learned that real service, meeting a real 
need, and being the expression of true Chris- 
tian love and sympathy has a value of its 
own. That value is no less, because there- 
by is afforded a way of approach to many 
hearts that otherwise would be unreached by 


the gospel message. In other words, the 
gospel lived is an indispensable adjunct to 
the gospel preached. 

Then, there are “Diversities of gifts, but 
the same spirit.” There lies before me a 
letter, describing the work of a pastor in 
a rural community, which is of surpassing 
interest, because of the unselfish, self-sac- 
rificing spirit it manifests. The salary is 
much below the living point, so it must be 
supplemented by manual labor. Notwith- 
standing the extra burden this imposes, this 
pastor finds time to be a general helper to 
the many who are less fortunate than him- 
self. Widows with no one to care for them, 
old men past effective work, people sick and 
infirm—the community seems to have more 
than its share of those who are just on the 
verge of dependence. These have his con- 
stant ministration. During the past hard 
winter he has hauled coal in the enforced 
small quantities, for many miles, not only 
for himself, but for the sick and poor of his 
parish. During the year there are con- 


' stant calls for a little help with a garden 


here, a broken fence there, an errand for 
some one else, all cheerfully rendered for 
the Master’s sake, and at the expense of 
time and opportunity for coveted reading 
and study, and much needed rest. In short, 
in the person of the pastor this church is a 
center of helpful ministry. And while none 
of it is done for the sake of getting people 
into the church, that feature of the work 
does not suffer, as frequent additions and 
baptisms show. 

Of course no one would object to social 
service in this form. But when it becomes 
in the least “institutionalized,” and through 
organization and cooperation is extended to 
some new and unaccustomed sphere, edu- 
cational, cultural, or economic, at once we 
hear the warning that we are adding to 
Christ’s way, and are in danger of the judg- 
ment of God. Nevertheless, we must re- 
member that in Christ’s picture of the final 
judgment the question was not concerning 
the kind of preaching done, but of what 
service had been rendered to a needy world. 
And the church must go on her way in the 
spirit of Him who came “Not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister,” meeting chang- 
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ing conditions as they come, with whatever 
form of helpfulness the emergency demands. 
OLIVER W. POWERS. 
Dayton, Ohio, Feb. 27, 1918. 


OUR WEAKER BROTHER 
BY STANLEY WILSON 

The world demands perfection in the life 
of every professed Christian. As some noc- 
turnal animals see the light of the sun only 
as it is reflected from the moon and stars, 
so the world sees Christ only as He is por- 
trayed in the lives of His true followers. 

While perfection should be our aim (Matt. 
5: 48) there is provision made for our weak- 
er brother who is overtaken in a fault. 
(Gal. 6:1) If we disobey this command- 
ment to restore him in the spirit of meek- 
ness, how much better are we in God’s sight 
than our weaker brother? Both have brok- 
en a commandment of God. John commands 
us to pray for our brother when we see 
him committing a sin not unto death. (1 
John 5: 16) 

But, alas! how often do we treat our 
fallen brother with scorn and contempt, 
never trying to restore him in the spirit 
of meekness or even praying for him, in- 
stead, we secretly rejoice at his downfall 
and begin talking about him to his back, 
which act is sin. (Ps. 15:3) Like Cain, 
we fail to realize we are our brother’s 
keeper. 

What would the result have been if God 
had treated David, when he sinned, as we 
often treat an erring brother? Or, if Christ 
had discarded Peter when he cursed and 
swore he had never known his Lord? 

Some great and useful men have very hu- 
miliating weaknesses. We know not how 
much weakness our stumbling brother may 
have inherited or how some awful sinful 
habit may have fastened itself upon him be- 
fore his conversion. All such habits, like 
the unclean spirit of Matt. 12: 44 are sure 
to return in an unguarded moment and seek 
admittance. 

So, let us be careful how we judge our 
weaker brother, let us judge this rather, 
that no man put a stumbling-block or an 
occasion of falling in his brother’s pathway. 
(Rom. 14: 13) 

In writing to the Churches John says, “If 
any man sin we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, who is 
the propitiation, not only for our sins, but 
for those of the whole world.” 


The poor, proud old Declaration of Inde- 
pendence had been hung up so long in a 
strong light in the State Department at 
Washington and copied and photographed 
so many times that it was pretty nearly 
worn out and faded out. Several years ago 
Secretary Hay appointed a committee to 
decide what to do to preserve it. It was 
decided to shut up the Declaration and the 
original copy of the Constitution in a dry 
safe, away from light and moths and rust 
and dust. It seems rather rough treatment 
of a Declaration—especially a Declaration 
of Independence—to make it “shut up” and 
put it in a little dark prison, but the motive 
was honorable, and it is said that even the 
President of the United States cannot order 
it brought out until 1923, when it is again 
to be photographed.—The Girls’ World. 
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Shall We Have Union with the Disciples? 


LET US UNITE 


I am very glad to know that there is an 
effort being made to unite the Christian 
Church and the Disciples of Christ. I have 
always felt that we should be together, in 
fact, so far as I am able to tell, this church 
(Newmarket, Ont.) and conference as well, 
hold to the doctrine of the Disciples with 
one exception. 

It appears to me that there is but one 
point of doctrine between us and surely we 
cannot afford to remain as separate bodies 
under this condition. 

There are a great many things that might 
be said; but this committee knows all about 
it and I am perfectly willing to leave it 
with them. And surely if they, together 
with the committee from the Disciples of 
Christ, will make an honest effort we can 
get together. 

So far as Newmarket and their pastor is 
concerned, I can assure you that we are for 
union. As I see it, it will mean much to all 
concerned. A. E. Baasy. 

Newmarket, Ont., Feb. 26, 1918. 


SHALL WE UNITE? 


At first thought, it would seem there 
should be no question as to the righteous- 
ness of such a course as is proposed in the 
union of the Disciples and our body. There 
are, however, considerations of tremendous 
import to be taken into account, which, if 
we fail to consider in the most prayerful 
spirit, may put off the day of the union of 
God’s children: 

1. We must not unite to avoid the em- 
barrassment of being a small denomination. 

2. We must not unite on a basis which 
would result in keeping out of owr churches 
a single individual for whom Christ died. 

38. We must not unite simply to enlarge 
the financial resources with which to carry 
on great enterprises in which we are inter- 
ested—it were better to “give of our own 
substance” with more liberal hand. If we 
unite as brothers and sisters desiring to 
win the world to Christ in Christ’s own 
way, by all means let the union come 
quickly. P. S. SAILER. 


UNION WITH CAMPBELLISM 


In THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY of 
February 21, page eleven, is an article from 
the pen of the gifted president of Elon Col- 
lege, Dr. Harper, entitled Christians and 
Disciples to Discuss Union, in which he 
says: “It is quite unfortunate for the King- 
dom’s progress that these two churches 
should remain apart. The public is con- 
fused relative to our identity. The cause 
of Christ is belittled by it.” Now the thing 
that I should like to ask Dr. Harper, is 
this: Is the Christian Church the cause 
of this confusion? Did we not as a denomi- 
nation assume our position before the 
Campbellite Church was born? And must 
we now, after more than a hundred years, 
apologize to the world for this confusion? 

Barton W. Stone in his day entered into 
a discussion with them, for union, and as 
a result, they now have a good many of 





the churches that Stone preached to and 
organized, and even claim him as one of 
the founders of their denomination. On 
Washington Street, this city, two squares 
from the public square, stands a building 
worth $40,000, lost to the Christian Church, 
through the agitation for wnion with the 
Congregationalists, and the Kingdom is no 
better served than it was when the strong 
men of the Christian Church ministered in 
this building. What did the Kingdom gain 
through the union move between the Con- 
gregationalists and the Christian Church a 
few years ago, in New England, New York, 
and Michigan? In every instance of this 
union talk, the Christian Church has been 
the loser, and only Sectism has been ad- 
vanced and not the Kingdom of Christ, for 
His Kingdom was as well served formerly 
as now. In dealing with our Campbellite 
brethren, I am hoping that our represent- 
atives will bear some of these things in mind, 
and not permit the old Christian Church to 
become watered. COLUMBUS C. TARR. 
Marion, Indiana, Feb. 23, 1918. 


“AS TO UNION (?)” 


I think that the Christian Church has a 
platform sufficiently broad that any child 
of God can stand on it. I do not think that 
we have any principle which we can sacri- 
fice for the sake of union(?). 


I should not care to unite (?) with any 
body of people who are frequently too un- 
fair to acknowledge their correct name. I 
have received three requests for missionary 
money from this Church from an office in 
Cincinnati, which I have told squarely that 
this church does not belong to them. The 
snake is perfectly willing to unite with the 
toad, but who wants to be a toad? 

I predict that if any consideration is giv- 
en a plan for union (?) from a people who 
have done the Christian Church much in- 
jury that it will be the swallowing of some 
Christian churches and NO benefit to the 
Kingdom. SmLas MOSTELLER. 

New Carlisle, Indiana, 

February 25, 1918. 


“PROPOSED FEDERATION OF DIS- 
CIPLES AND CHRISTIANS AND 
CHRISTIANS AND 
DISCIPLES” 


I am glad you have asked us to write 
on this subject: it gives us something to 
write about. To write about, and speak 
about a thing in this day is to bring it to 
pass. That is the kind of diplomacy we 
now have. We do not meet any more in 
secret places and back of closed doors to 
make treaties: we make them by making 
speeches and writing articles. So, it seems, 
this great world war will be brought to a 
close. 

Now, “What do I think of union between 
the Disciples and Christians?” I think it is, 
and would be a good thing. Nearly four- 
teen years ago now, I made a union with a 
part of the Disciple Church, and I am very 
proud of that union, and very well satisfied 
with it. As the years come and go, I grow 
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even better satisfied, and I had great hopes 
of it that beautiful October day when I 
made my troth that it should prove a bless- 
ing to mankind and I would be faithful. 

I have some arguments that seem to me 
are worth while on the subject, but for lack 
of space I shall not submit them, probably 
another time will suit as well. However, 
let me say, if there is ‘a chance, even the 
remotest chance now to have our Disciple 
brethren consider federation, if there is ev- 
en a chance that the liberal element of their 
Church will do so, by all means let us get 
at it. In the final analysis there is absolute- 
ly no good reason why we should not be 
together. The proposition has my hearty 
support. H. R. CLeM. 

Springfield, Ohio, 

Feb. 26, 1918. 


AS ANOTHER SEES IT 


I see a request in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL 
Liperty of February 21 about the fraternal 
relations between the Christian and Disciple 
Churches. I don’t think it can be done. 
They have tried so long, that is the Dis- 
ciples have, to palm themselves off for the 
First Christian church, and there is but one 
way that I can conceive for them to be one, 
and that is the way that the lion and the 
lamb became one—the lamb lie down inside 
the lion, the Disciple Church being the lion. 
Really, the way they do here, they often 
get to be called the First Christian church 
and there is no one who knows better than 
they do that they are falsifying. I could 
say a good deal here, but now I quit. 

= 
Danville, Iil., Feb. 25, 1918. 


AS A WOMAN SEES IT 


Dr. Harper’s article came as a shock last 
week. To think of our little, spiritual, har- 
monious churches in the towns near us be- 
ing swallowed up by the other church, which 
is quarrelsome, unspiritual, denying the 
work of the Holy Spirit, all this was too 
much for me. Am I selfishly wicked, or 
wickedly selfish, or what is wrong with me? 
I do not like to think of that kind of union. 
There are other denominations more prefer- 
able to my way of looking at it, if we are to 
pass into another body. If that comes to 
pass, I believe a good many of our people 
will go to other churches. If I am wrong, 
I wish some one would set me right. 

L. 


LOYALTY 
BY DONALD P. HURLBURT 


We are loyal to our friends; otherwise we 
are not their friends and they are not ours; 
for one cannot be friendly with him who is 
not true to his friendship. We say we try 
to be loyal to Jesus Christ. But that will 
not do. He is alweys loyal to us. We must 
not merely try to be loyal to him, but we 
must be loyal to him; otherwise we are not 
his friends and he cannot be ours. For 
there can be no real friendship between 
those between whom there is not loyalty. 
Christian Endeavor is not merely to try to 
be true to Christ and His Church; it is to 
be true. 

Cuttingsville, Vermont. 
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It is much easier to ask a question than 
it is to answer it. I am putting in writing 
the question that is in the minds of many 
of our people. Why did Palmer College 
have to suspend a part of its activities? 
That is an easy question to ask, but not so 
easy to solve. 

I suppose we could dismiss the whole 
question by saying: “It suspended for lack 
of finance,” but that answer would suggest 
a much more serious question than the one 
it answered. The Western Christian Con- 
vention must be put on the witness stand 
and tell why it did not provide the finance, 
for Palmer College is now the adopted child 
of the convention and therefore it is under 
obligations to meet the financial needs of 
this, its child. But we have not solved the 
problem when we have located the responsi- 
bility, for our question must have a more 
careful analysis. To say that the Western 
Christian Convention failed to do its duty, 
expresses the truth, but what constitutes 
this convention? 

This convention is made up of the 
churches of Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, and these churches have men and 
women who are supposed to be deeply in- 
terested in the things that make for the 
progress of the Kingdom of their Lord. 
Each member of these churches should 
have a contributive interest in all the enter- 
prises of the convention. 

The college is the most important enter- 
prise of the church, since upon its success 
all the other enterprises of the Church de- 
pend in some measure for their success. 

We see that in the final analysis of my 
question, “Why?” it is an individual respon- 
sibility. Some may be inclined to fix re- 
sponsibility on this individual and some on 
that, but that is wrong, for we are all, in 
some measure, guilty. We have been, I 
fear, too willing for a few to bear the bur- 
den of the responsibility of carrying for- 
ward the work of the college. In a sense, 
a few must be responsible in this way, but 
the general brotherhood should provide the 
means to carry on the work, and cooperate 
with their leaders. 

It may be that some have censured this 
one or that one for partly closing the col- 
lege, and at the same time the records do 
not show that they have given a dollar to 
the college. No prayer ever offered for its 
success, no student solicited for matricula- 
tion. No word of advice or encouragement 
ever sent or given to our leaders. 

There have been many contributing 
causes to the closing of the school. I sup- 
pose the war is largely responsible, but that 
does not excuse us, no more than it would 
excuse a father for not providing for his 
children. The sustaining of the college 
should have been considered so vital that 
the thought of closing should not have been 
entertained for one moment. Brethren, we 
have made a mistake to allow our college to 
close. We should have kept it going, no 
difference how heavy the burden became. 
But the burden would not have been heavy 
if each one of us had been willing to bear 
our part. I am persuaded, however, that 
we did not realize the danger to our college 





our indifference was causing. Yet Presi- 
dent Watkins, upon whom the great burden 
fell, has warned us repeatedly of the need 
of vigilance and constant activity. We are 
all guilty of negligence, some possibly more 
than others, but let that be as it may, the 
future is before us, and we must pray and 
plan for that. As president of The Western 
Christian Convention, I want to hear from 
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all who are interested in the future of our 
college and the welfare of the convention. 
Brethren, where shall we have our next ses- 
sion of the convention? When shall we 
meet? Shall we meet at the time and place 
as planned for at our last session, or shall 
we arrange to have a short session of the 
convention in connection with some local 
conference this fall? Express your thought 
on this matter through THE HERALD soon, 
please. 
D. M. HELFENSTEIN. 


THE VALUE OF MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 


DEAR BroTHER EDITOR:—Your sym- 
posium on the above topic in THE HERALD 
of February 14 was of exceeding interest 
to me. I wish that two sentences at least 
in Rev. L. E. Smith’s contribution could 
somehow burn themselves into the minds 
and sink deep into the hearts of every pas- 
tor in all our Christian churches; for if 
they could they would see a new sort of 
growth and activity throughout our Zion. 
Here they are: “No church is a real church 
unless that church in reality is a missionary 
force.” That explains why scores, not to 
say hundreds, of our Christian churches 
are of no more vital power, force, or inter- 
est in their community than they were 
twenty-five years ago. They are not mis- 
sionary. -The pastors, without any program 
except that of preaching to them once or 
twice or four times a month at haphazard, 
have not sought to make them a missionary 
force, or any other sort of force in par- 
ticular. God will not, He cannot, bless and 
prosper and cause to grow a non-missionary 
church. 


And then Brother Smith’s other sentence 
that should find lodgment in every pastor’s 
mind: “Anything that really kindles the 
missionary fires on the church’s altar is the 
angel of mercy to that people.” That “any- 
thing” may also be made to read: “Any per- 
son or any pastor.” I have wondered and 
wondered and wondered why some of our 
pastors have not decided and determined to 
be angels of mercy to their people. How 
may they do so? By becoming missionary 
in thought, visions, preaching, and deed. 
By the way, Brother Editor, did you ever in 
all your life know a church to grow weaker 
in numbers, influence, or financial ability 
while a wide-awake, missionary pastor was 
in charge of it? And did you ever know 
a wide-awake missionary pastor to be with- 
out a church or pastorate in which to 
preach? 

And now, Brother Editor, may I add my 
word of testimony to the value of the mis- 
sionary society in a church? If so, I would 
say that it is the prayer-force and the 
prayer-power on which the pastor may rely 
and from which he may draw strength con- 
stantly. I had last week a most striking 
and vivid instance of this prayer-power. I 
had worked till late in the afternoon of 
Monday in one of our good congregations, 
without securing a single dollar or subscrip- 
tion for our mission cause. Then by chance 
I called at the house where the Woman’s 
Missionary Society was in session. The 
society asked me for a talk on missions. 


After granting gladly this request, I asked 
the society to pray for the work I was 
then trying to do then and there. How 
those good women did pray! As the society 
adjourned, one member came and said she 
would give $100.00. Next day nearly one 
thousand were received, and on Wednesday 
nearly two thousand more. The members of 
that congregation have not all been seen 
yet, but those seen have subscribed or given 
in cash $3,000.00 and will give more. The 
prayers of those good women were the force, 
the power in that work. 


Let the pastor get the prayers of his 
missionary society and something will hap- 
pen. J. O. ATKINSON. 

Elon College, N. C. 


THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


While the Scriptures tell us that Moses 
was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, nothing is more absurd than the 
claim that has been made by critics that it 
was to this source he was indebted for the 
teachings he gave the Israelitish people. 
For the Egyptians were polytheists, while 
all that Moses taught was based upon the 
great truth that there is one God. In Egypt 
the ruler was supreme, and next to him 
came the priests. The Ten Commandmen’'s 
were in direct opposition to the polytheism 
and idolatry of the Egyptians. And, as Dr. 
William H. Bates says, “The rights of per- 
sons, the rights of property, and various 
regulations pertaining to the relationships 
of individuals (under Moses) are as oppo- 
site to what the Egyptians held as can be 
imagined.” 


The teachings of Moses concerning hy- 
giene and sanitation are recognized by pres- 
ent-day science as of the highest value; 
while his system of jurisprudence is at the 
bottom of modern legislation. There is 
nothing in the teachings of this great Jew- 
ish leader that has not received the com- 
mendation of the wisest men of to-day. 
There is only one reasonable explanation of 
this surprising fact that modern research 
conforms the correctness of the Mosaic 
teachings in regard to matters upon which 
all ancient ideas except those given in the 
Bible were erroneous, as would naturally be 
expected in times before science had oppor- 
tunities to reach correct conclusions; and 
that explanation is found in the fact that 
Moses received his knowledge from God. 
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By President William Allen Harper, LL. D., Elon College, N. C. 


(Luke 15: 11-32) 

The passage read is a well-known and 
highly-prized portion of Scripture. The 
Sermon on the Mount, the 25th of Matthew, 
John 3:16, 1 Cor. 18, and this Parable of 
the Prodigal Son—these soul-stirring pas- 
sages stand out on the horizon of Christian 
truth like veritable Gibraltars. You may 
have heard great discourses on The Prodi- 
gal Son. I know of one minister who has 
twelve great sermons on this theme, and he 
never fails to grip the soul of an audience 
with any one of them. The Christian world 
has not these twenty centuries been able to 
sound the depth of God’s forgiveness, nor 
will they in twenty more, nor in twenty 
times twenty more. “O, the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are His judg- 
ments, and His ways past finding out.” 

We never descend so far into the pit of 
sin that our heavenly Father is unable to 
reach down and lift us up. Numerous ex- 
amples in every Christian generation have 
amply proved this, and in our day Billy 
Sunday is an out-shining instance. 

Then, too, you have heard able, thrilling 
discourses based on this parable, depicting 
the littleness of the elder brother. He has 
been made to typify the Hebrew people in 
their Pharisaical attitude toward the con- 
version of the Gentiles. He has been made 
to represent the sectarianism that divides 
Protestantism in 156 competing camps, 
whereas Christ prayed that all His follow- 
ers should be one. He has been made to 
represent the materialistic man with the 
muckrake, unable to see anything but money 
in life, unaware of the stars and the glit- 
tering beauty of God’s heaven, so engrossed 
in getting rich that he is blind to all the 
beauty and grandeur and wholesome joys of 
God’s lavish munificence to men. 

All these interpretations are true. This 
wonderful spring of spiritual water sends 
forth all these streams of healing truth, 
and will in the unfolding years send forth 
other streams yet for the cure of the na- 
tions. We shall not in our day, learned as 
we are, exhaust the parable in Luke 15: 11- 
32. But at this hour may we not examine 
its teaching from another angle of view— 
What It Teaches Respecting the Prevention 
of Prodigal Sons? 

I take it that this splendid congregation 
has no sympathy with the position once so 
generally prevalent—that each young life 
must needs pass through a period of wild 
oats sowing. I take it for granted that we 
look for conditions in the surroundings of 
young men and young women luring them 
on to dissipation, when we see the flower of 
our young life wasting itself in riotous liv- 
ing. I hope I may also take it for granted 
that we are willing to concede the respon- 
sibility of the adult population for the fall- 
ing away into sin of the young, exuberant 
life set about us on every hand. The Y. 
M. C. A. owes its right to exist to a recog- 
nition of this responsibility. And if the 
splendid organization here reaches for its 
conservation one single young life in this 
generation, it will have justified all the cost 


of its construction and maintenance. For 
one young life redeemed from the snares of 
sin is of more worth in God’s scale of reck- 
oning than all the earth’s multiplied, un- 
counted billions of wealth. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes gave the address when the corner- 
stone of the illustrious Boston Y. M. C. A. 
was laid. He and William Cullen Bryant 
were leaving the building together after the 
dedication. Holmes remarked that the 
magnificent structure would be more than 
paid for by the saving of one young Bos- 
tonian from sin. “Is that not an over- 
drawn statement?” queried Bryant. “Not 
if it should be my son,” said Holmes. Ev- 
ery young man is God’s son, and the meas- 
ure of His love for each one is seen in the 
value He places on the soul— What shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?”—these are the sugges- 
tive words of the Master. 


In our study we shall regard the father 
of the parable, not as God, but as an earthly 
father, and the sons of the story not as 
typifying races, but as two boys in a twen- 
tieth century American home. Our picture 
shall be real and natural. Mr. Jones, of 
Wilson, N. C., was the father of two sons. 
Mr. Jones was one of Wilson’s most suc- 
cessful business leaders. He started with 
nothing but honesty of purpose and energy 
of application as the capital of his future 
business success. By dint of pluck and in- 
genuity and insight he rapidly rose to prom- 
inence till the whole city looked upon him as 
her leading man. He married a lovely 
Christian maiden and to them two sons were 
given. The elder son, whose name was 
James, took after his father. He was en- 
grossed in business ventures. He was often 
cited by aspiring neighbors as illustrating 
to their sons of the kind of youth that 
climbs to the top. He, too, was destined to 
be a great captain of industry. 

But John, the younger son,—vwell, his 
father could not induce him to take a place 
in a single one of his numerous plants. 
Business did not appeal to him. He went 
from bad to worse and one day drew a 
check on a bank for $100,000, using his fa- 
ther’s name, and set out to see some of the 
world. Mr. Jones paid the check and the in- 
cident was closed, till one day John sud- 
denly appeared in his father’s office, tat- 
tered and torn, and asked to be given a job 
as his father’s chauffeur or office boy. This 
so pleased Mr. Jones that he bought him 
a full-dress suit, gave a great banquet at 
The Briggs in his honor, and reinstated him 
to his sonship. _ 

His older brother took exception to this, 
because he wanted all his father’s property 
and disliked to think of sharing it with his 
younger brother, and so he raised a howl in 
the banquet hall. Mr. Jones reassured him 
and the joy went on. 

Now let us examine Mr. Jones as a father. 
This well-groomed gentleman of wealth and 
large affairs was the male-progenitor of 
James and John. He supplied their phys- 
ical needs, bought them puppies, goats, 
ponies, and automobiles at the proper time 
of their developing fancy, educated them, 


punished them when their mother insisted 
they needed it, paid their doctor’s bills, sent 
them away to the mountains or the seashore 
for diversion, put them in Sunday-school ‘at 
an early age and compelled them to go. This 
was more than his father ever did for him, 
and he patted himself on the back when he 
thought what a good part he was able to do 
by his children. He expected to leave the 
boys when he should pass out of life, well- 
established in business and rich enough 
never to be concerned for comfort or lux- 
ury. 

He was proud of James. “A chip off the 
old block,” he often mused with a-satisfy- 
ing smile when he noticed how attentive he 
was to his office, and how careful not to 
spend a penny on indulgences. John was a 
concern to him, but then “boys must be 
boys and wild oats must be sown.” John 
had his mother’s face and would come out 
all right. Then the gloom fell, and John 
was gone for years. 

Why did John go? Why did he go? -Mr. 
Jones often thought of it while the boy.was 
gone. He had such fine hopes of him-.and 
meant to do such a fine part by the boy. 
Why should he have treated him so un- 
gratefully? But there was his empty chair 
and his unoccupied room—these were the 
solemn facts. Mrs. Jones never mentioned 
the matter. But the sadness on her queenly 
face revealed an aching heart within. Why 
could poor men in Wilson haye their grow- 
ing sons around them and every joy while 
he, the richest man in town, was disgraced 
because of his son’s excesses? His. hair be- 
gan to whiten and the cheeriness to desert 
his voice. Why? 

Remember, fathers, that God is described 
as Father, not because as the cynical wom- 
an remarked men wrote the Bible, but be- 
cause of the divine conception of the exalted 
privileges of fatherhood. And what are 
those privileges? To provide for the needs 
physical, mental, moral, social, spiritual of 
the children of our homes. Did Mr. Jones 
satisfy these privileges? Did he sense them? 
Did he stop long enough from the engross- 
ing maze of his business interests to study 
the individualities of his sons? What more 
could a father do for a son than this aspir- 
ing father desired to do for the wayward 
John? What should every father under- 
take to do for his son, different from what 
Mr. Jones conceived his duty to be toward 
John? 

It is a fair question and shall be dealt 
with in frankness and sincerity. The an- 
swer shall be threefold. 

And first, a father should study every 
son God gives him as an individual. In 
many cases, because of poverty and lack of 
educational advantages, this study will 
necessarily be confined to observation of the 
boy and careful adaptations of means’ to 
preserve the cleanliness of his life. At the 
very bottom of the social scale, other agen- 
cies must step in and take the father’s 
place, such agencies: as the Y. M: ‘C. A., 
the Boy Scouts, the Organized .Sunday- 


*An address given before “The Father and Son 
Meeting,” Wilson, N. C., Feb. 24, 1918. 
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school Class, the Church, the orphanage 
where death has invaded the home. In the 
case of homes of refinement and culture, 
and these homes, thank God, are multiply- 
ing very rapidly all over our land, in addi- 
tion to observation, books treating boy life 
should be read and recognized specialists 
consulted, and even invited to visit in the 
home, that the boy’s personality may be 
known and the proper training provided for 
its happy fruition and ripening. Don’t take 
exception to this. We do not hesitate to 
call in the landscape gardener for our yards, 
nor the efficiency expert for our business 
offices, and. how much more important it is 
that the ever-living darlings of our hearts 
and homes be understood and directed in 
their individual channels! 


Think not to meet this demand of your 
fatherhood by accumulating wealth and an 
honored name for your projected selves, for 
that is exactly what our children are—our- 
selves projected beyond the three score and 
ten of the normal span of life. So study 
the sons of your heart and home that they 
will be developed into men capable of car- 
rying forward the noble ideals that thrill 
you and nerve you to such splendid effort. 

Secondly, fathers should instruct their 
sons in vital things. John of our parable 
went off into a far country and devoured 
his substance with harlots. Would he have 
done so, had he learned the sacredness and 
sanctity of the secret of life from a holy 
source? Ninety-nine boys out of a hundred 
learn the secret of life from foul-mouthed, 
vicious adults, or their equally depraved 
boy-companions. The most holy privilege of 
our earthly life is thus prostituted and made 
an engine of death and destruction. Every 
civilization that has yet arisen has tottered 
to its ruin through the degrading, damning 
consequences of the social sin. The skilled 
observer needs but to look to discern its 
ghoulish clutch on the vitals of our civiliza- 
tion, written in lines of unmistakable an- 
guish and shame on the faces of wives and 
little children, to say nothing of the fester- 
ing, ambling hulks of the would-have-been 
men who have sinned, and whose sin has 
found them out. How shall we be delivered 
from this body of death? Various expedi- 
ents are offered. Purity books. But they 
teach impurity by suggestion. Purity lec- 
tures. But they but incite the passions they 
would control. Sunday-school teaching. It 
has never proved its efficiency. The family 
physician to tell the boy. Not many of 
them have the soul-quality sufficient to make 
it a sacramental rather than a curious inter- 
view. The minister. It has succeeded in 
many cases. But it is the father’s busi- 
ness. He may employ an attorney, but it 
will not be so well-done as he is able to do 
it. And let him not suppose he can close 
his eyes to the situation. His son will learn 
the secret of life, and in such a way as to 
undermine his manhood, unless he takes pre- 
caution to turn the occasion into one of 
blessing and uplift. No rule can be laid 
down as to the time for this delicate, holy 
duty’s performance nor as to its manner. 
But the father who sees the need will also 
discern the time and the method. God will 
take care of that, provided, yes, provided, 

The father in the third place is his son’s 
companion. And this duty after all sum- 
marizes and connotes all a father owes his 


son. If he chums with his son, he will know 
his individuality and he will be able at the 
first budding of the awakening sex-life to 
relate to him the exalted and holy secret of 
human existence. If he chums with his son, 
the boy will not sow wild oats and will grow 
up an honor to his father. And the true 
father will at whatever cost to himself and 
his business so arrange that there shall be 
time for this intimate inter-living of himself 
and his son. If he must labor arduously 
during the day, what of the evenings and 
Sundays and the holidays? Companionship 
of his father was what John Jones of our 
parable needed. How pathetic his appeal 
for it when he returned from his bitter ex- 
perience. 

“Make me as one of thy hired servants,” 
says the sacred Writ. “Let me be your 
chauffeur, or office boy,” says our Wilsonian 
John. Why? “Because I want to be near 
you. I need your steadying presence to give 
stability and purpose to my life,’’ we hear 
him answer. 

A very rich man had a very dissipated 
son. Many times he had been redeemed 
from the fangs of a remorseless serpent, on- 
ly to fall again. As he was recovering from 
his latest debauch, his father tenderly bent 
over him and kissed his brow. “Father,” he 
gasped, “I am ashamed of myself. If you 
could only be with me all the time, I would 
not fall.” 


“T will be,” said the great-hearted man, 
and he gave up his business and lived with 
his son for three whole years, till he had 
cured him forever of the fearful habit. 

We can see wherein the father of the 
prodigal son failed in his fatherly privileges. 
We can see it in the sins the boy fell into 
and which were his undoing. “Far coun- 
try,” “riotous living,” “harlots”—what 
neglect of fatherly challenge to duty they 
spell! The father, engrossed in material 
things, neglected to satisfy, as he easily 
could have, his son’s frantic desire for 
travel. Engrossed in business, he neglected 
the social life of his home. He had never 
killed even a kid for the social enjoyment 
of his elder son, so set was he on accumu- 
lating a great fortune. He did not tell his 
son the secret of life and its holy nature, 
and so the boy learned its curse by the bit- 
ter experience which it entails on any per- 
son prostituting it to unhallowed purposes. 
He was glad to kill the fatted calf when the 
sin-scarred physical wreck of his former son 
returned, but he missed the tender pleading 
in the boy’s request for his own personal 
companionship. He was_ so obsessed with 
the idea that he must do something for the 
boy rather than live some with him, that he 
never permitted the poor wretch to complete 
his heart-sore petition. 

What anxious sorrows this father, well- 
intentioned and in his way willingly devoted 
might have spared himself, had he sensed 
his parental duty as unfulfilled till he had 
become the chum of his son, his boon com- 
panion! May we not safely declare that 
prodigal sons are so plentiful because of 
prodigal fathers? The fathers do not think 
they are prodigal, we all know they would 
give their very lives for their sons. But they 
do not give themselves to the boys, and so 
the boys become prodigals. Let us face the 
issue squarely. Let us be honest, and we 
shall see in the wrecked lives about us the 
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path that leads out—the path of chumship 
between father and son. 

I know a man who is a traveling sales- 
man. Surely such a man will have difficul- 
ty, if any should, in being his son’s chum. 
But he has achieved it. His son is now a 
college sophomore, and yet he and his fa- 
ther are the dearest, the boonest compan- 
ions. What a benediction it is on a Sunday 
afternoon to see the two broad-shouldered 
men go out chumming together, the one bent 
with advancing years, the other athletic and 
erect! The father is a vital Christian char- 
acier. He lives his religion. Every Sun- 
day he is in a Sunday-school class. He does 
not lead in public prayer. But two years 
ago he joyfully announced during the pro- 
tracted services that his son would that 
night publicly accept Jesus and connect him- 
self with the Church. He led his splendid 
son to Jesus, though he could not lead in 
prayer. His son is understood by him, and 
knows the sanctity of life’s secret from him, 
because they are chums. Here is a man who 
appreciates the dynamic responsibility of 
fatherhood. Would God we had more of 
them! Better than lands and possessions, 
better than Liberty Bonds and War Savings 
Stamps, better than a name honored among 
one’s fellows for one’s leadership in the 
busy marts of trade or the forum of 
professional life, is the inheritance, the 
everlasting benediction of a father like this. 
When all fathers are such, prodigal sons 
will be a recollection and a tradition only. 

I close with The Parable of the Prodigal 
Father. It was written by Rev. George A. 
Joplin, and I would that every father and 
every son in the world keep its burning sug- 
gestions ever imbedded in the fleshly tables 
of his heart. 


And He said: “A certain man had two 
sons, and the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the portion of thy 
time, and thy attention, and thy companion- 
ship, and thy counsel and guidance which 
falleth to me! And he divided unto him his 
living in that he paid the boy’s bills, and 
sent him to a select preparatory school, and 
to dancing schools and to college, and tried 
to believe that he was doing his full duty 
by the boy. 

“And not many days after, the father 
gathered all his interests and aspirations 
and ambitions and took his journey into a 
far country, into a land of stocks and bonds 
and securities and other things which do not 
interest a boy, and there he wasted his 
precious opportunity of being a chum to his 
son. And when he had spent the very best 
of his life and had gained money, but had 
failed to find satisfaction, there arose a 
mighty famine in his heart and he began 
to be in want of sympathy and real compan- 
ionship. And he went and joined himself 
to one of the clubs of that country and they 
elected him chairman of the House Commit- 
tee, and president of the club, and sent him 
to the legislature. And he fain would have 
satisfied himself with the husks that other 
men did eat and no man gave him any real 
friendship. 

“But when he came to himself, he said: 
‘How many men of my acquaintance have 
boys whom they understand and who under- 
stand them, who talk about their boys and 
associate with their boys. and seem perfect- 
ly happy in the comradeship of their sons, 
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and I perish here with heart hunger?’ I 
will arise and go to my son and will say un- 
to him, ‘Son, I have sinned against Heaven 
and in thy sight, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy father. Make me as one 
of thy acquaintances.’ And he arose and 
came to his son. 

“But while he was yet afar off his son 
saw him and was moved with astonishment, 
and instead of running and falling on his 
neck, he drew back and was ill at ease. 
And the father said unto him, ‘Son, I have 
sinned against Heaven and in thy sight. I 
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have not done my duty by you, and I am 
no more worthy to be called thy father. For- 
give me now and let me be your chum.’ 

“But the son said: ‘Not so; I wish it were 
possible, but it is too late. There was a 
time when I wanted to know things, when I 
wanted companionship and advice and coun- 
sel, but you were too busy. I got the infor- 
mation, and I got the companionship; but 
I got the wrong kind, and now, alas! I am 
wrecked in soul and in body. It is too late, 
too late, too late.’” 


RENRINISCITR.S = 


By Rev. R. H. Gott, Kokomo, Indiana 


Western Indiana Christian Conference 
has had on its roster of ministers many 
noble sons of God. 

Among those who have finished their work 
and responded to final roll-call: 


Henry Passage, plebian in his birth, or- 
phaned in childhood, graduated in the uni- 
versity of “hard knocks,” attained honorable 
record. Gifted in song, prayer, and exhor- 
tation, he prevailed with God and the people. 
Dying in what should have been the prime 
of life, he left his parishioners the legacy 
of not only a consecrated life in the min- 
istry, but the example of hard work in 
secular affairs. When he went away, the 
people of his charge wept as only weep 
those who have lost a real friend. 

Frank P. Trotter, than whom there was 
never a jollier man out of the pulpit, but 
a veritable weeping Jeremiah therein. His 
was optimism of the rarest kind. “Keep on 
the sunny side of life,” was his impelling 
motive. To know him was to admire and 
love him. Poor fellow, fell at his post of 
duty in his home in Michigan. His like we 
shall never again behold. 


A. J. Akers, prince of good fellows, 
mighty in the Scriptures, logical in reason- 
ing, forcible in address, a model of pulpit 
preparation, honored by his brethren, be- 
loved of all for his work’s sake. 

John T. Phillips, nineteen consecutive 
years presided over the deliberations of his 
conference, no man ever held the gavel so 
long, and none wielded it so cleverly, he 
intuitively read men and carefully steered 
clear of pitfalls and dangerous shoals. He 
had rare facility in remembering names and 
faces, managed that all his brethren in con- 
vention assembled should have what the 
heart craves, “public recognition.” His 
parish was practically boundless, and when 
he received his discharge and delivered his 
heavenly credentials to the great Head of 
the Church, many, very many, wept at the 
loss of leader and friend. 

A. R. Heath, fast friend of Union Chris- 
tian College, polished, dignified, sole purpose 
for which he prayed and wrought was unity 
of effort as opposed to sectarian division. 
For nearly three-quarters of a century the 
powers of his noble, consecrated manhood 
made its lasting impress on his conference. 

John W. Oliver, John P. Murray, Isaac 
N. Earl were toilers in the Master’s vine- 
yard, whose labors were signally blessed, 
and whose private lives were an inspiration. 


Among that noble class of men and yet 
who survive are Dalmanutha Powell, con- 
scientious, consecrated, beloved of his pa- 
rishioners. The writer gives testimony that 
among the host of preachers he has known, 
none could excel him in preaching “Jesus” 
the central theme of the gospel. To him, 
Jesus could not be hid. In the closing days 
of life he rests securely in his home beyond 
the western plains. 


As church organizer, builder, and evan- 
gelist, E. D. Simmons survives without a 
peer in these three several departments of 
church activities. Superb of physique, tasty 
in apparel, imposing in presence, fervent in 
prayer, irresistible in exhorting appeal, he 
won hundreds for Christ and the Church. 
Long time will the magic power of his 
unique personality linger to bless the world 
for which he has given the full measure of 
devotion. He and his companion have been 
journeying together for more than half a 
century, are only waiting for the shadows 
to be a little longer grown, and their trans- 
planting to rarer climes than in earth is 
known. 


IN THE TRENCHES 


BY PROF. J. A. KERSHNER, 
Supt. of Public Schools, Plymouth, Ohio 


I lay in a hole in a muddy trench 
At the close of a terrible day, 

When nature and man by united plan 
Seemed to name us for their prey. 

For shrapnel and gas and filth and stench 
Was more than man’s nature might span. 


The ebb of the tide, the reaction from strife, 
The price we had paid for our place, 
Sank in on the spirit and soul of the men 

Left weak and sickened by shock, to face 
A night with uncertain awfulness rife, 
And emotions beyond the powers of pen. 


Lying alone in this awful heat, 
Low in life, I would thus repeat 
O’er and o’er, tho’ whence they came 
I know not, nor could I give it name. 


Why should I be risking my life? 
Why should I strive to kill? 

Why should this carnage and waste of life 
Be forced by a human will? 

Nothing to gain by our hour of pain, 
Nothing but honor, but still 

Thousands have given their all at the call 
The ravenous trenches to fill. 


I thot of my life, I thot of my wife, 
Of my sturdy boys at play 
I thought of my beautiful 9 three, 
I thot of a future day; 
I thot of the time they might enter the 
strife, 
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I thot—and I tried to pray. 

But the words, somehow, stuck in my throat 
And my thots burned in my brain, 

And I longed for the order to charge the foe 
To relieve me of the strain. 


—— the touch of a human hand! 
Oh—for a voice,—that is still 
Sweet and low in the face of the foe 
The spirit of service and love that fill 
The souls of men who grow 
In the sunlight of Christ and by Him 
planned. 


Such a one came. My soul was at peace, 
At rest was my heated brain; 

No longer a fear of an unknown fate 
Awaiting loved ones: a soft refrain 

Seemed echoing ever an insensate 
Assurance that strife must cease. 


A vision came. Lo, the Earth resolved 
Itself into Cloud and Sea. 

The Clouds, a rolling mass of men 
Surging and pushing ever, I see, 

’Gainst a wall that ever hurled them back 
Into the Sea. 


A Sea of Blood, 
A terrible, raging human flood, 
That washed ’gainst a great white rood, 
Whereon the Cross of our Savior stood. 
And the Face of Him, “Who died on the 
= 


ree,’ 
Was a sight to see. . 
Love and compassion was written there 
In lines of suffering and care, 
And pity, forgiveness, divinel 


true, 
“They know not what they 


Is that the moan of the wind I hear 

Thru the boughs of a camouflaged gun? 
No! ’tis a life-cry-longing-for-death 

In the clutch of a terrible Hun. 


Would I stand idly by, if an adder or snake 
Should strike at a child of mine? 

Then what should I do to this terrible Beast 
That sucks the life-blood of thine? 


All is clear, now I see 
Why this struggle must be. 
The “Scourge of the Earth” is marching 
this way 
Barring ibe: path to Humanity’s Day. 


Shall they pass? Shall they stay? 
Shall they hold the World Sway? 

Shall murder and rapine go free for a day? 
Shall virtue and honor be lost for alway? 


Shall honor of home and honor of God 
Be trampled to earth? Be placed ’neath 
the sod? 
Shall the iron rule of might replace right 
on the throne? 
When we ask Him for bread, will He give 
us a stone? 


Shall merhast, wifehood, and girlhood be 
shorn 
Of all of their blessings? Be ruthlessly 
torn 
By the Beast, that his power may not cease, 
But be like their father, a menace to 
peace? 
By the grace of our Father, who reigneth 


above, 
By the a of the mother, who bore me 


in lov 
By m~, eae and love of the wife of my 
e 
From whom, even death, my soul cannot 
part 


By the faith, trust, and honor of children 
for sire, 
Let come any fate, any awfulness dire! 
I stand by my post! I’ll be true to my las’! 
They shall not pass! They shall not pass! 


“Love, faith, truth, and duty are eternal 
thoughts. By taking hold of them, eternity 
is brought into every-day life, and it is made 
noble and infinite.” 
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That Million Souls 


We must keep our goal before us. The American Christian Convention has committed us to the 
task of evangelizing a million souls in our generation. That will require devotion, systematic effort, 
financial support. And we can do it. Missionary efforts that a few years ago looked large to us, look 
much smaller now. We are expanding our ideals, and opening our pocket-books. Our Southern breth- 
ren have already subscribed $60,000 toward that $100,000 missionary fund, and the cash is being paid in. 
It is now up to the rest of our brotherhood to do something to match this fine advance. We must do it 
for the sake of that unevangelized million souls. 


Our Greatest Opportunities 


are in our mission-fields, where our great task is, and where we already have good working agencies 
established. We stand appalled at the wanton destruction of life in Europe, the awful brutality, and 
the engulfing tide of immorality. We may well be appalled. But let us not divert our attention too 
long from the foreign mission fields, where the waste of life, the inhuman customs of savages and 
pagans, the utter abandonment to vice, dwarf the carnage in Europe until it looks like a “drop in the 
bucket.” 


Think of our Dogenzaka opportunity.in Japan: Mr. Garman has located his work between the 
Imperial Agricultural University and the notorious vice district, hoping to reach the hundreds of Uni- 
versity students, and also the hundreds of slaves to passion. In Porto Rico we have a whole section of 
the island to ourselves, where we may do the finest piece of Christian work within our power. 





The Money Power 


Christian people in America have been given a much needed lesson in the power of money. America 
may never be able to put so many million men in the European battle line as other nations, but she may 
help to win the war by her billions of money. The nation has already voted a war budget of $19,000,- 
000,000; American Christians last year contributed $19,166,864 for world-evangelization. The con- 
trast is humiliating! May our brotherhood soon learn the joy of wielding the money power for saving 
men and women, boys and girls! 





The Foreign Mission Offering 


will be due on Sunday, March 10, 1918, or as soon as your church can prepare for it. We hope that this 
year every member of the Christian denomination may feel the sacred duty of honest stewardship with 
the Lord, and careful paying into the Lord’s treasury for the work of the Kingdom. 


Some encouraging foreign offerings have already reached us. The Porto Rico Conference has 
just held its annual session, and we hope to put good reports of it before our readers soon. 


Send for leaflets and information and direct remittances to 


M. T. MORRILL, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio. 








230 (14) 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——Many historic old palaces lining the 


Grand Canal in Venice and other: buifdings © 


were damaged by bombs’ dropped during a 
triple air raid by Austro-German aviators. 
Four gondolas were sunk and three foot- 
bridges demolished. 


——-Official confirmation that a- revolu- 
tion is in progress in Costa Rica reached 
the State Department recently. No details 
were given. Information regarding the 
situation is hard to obtain, as Costa Rica 
and the United States now maintain no 
diplomatic representatives. 


——tThe American steamer Kentra, ply- 
ing between New York and Chilean ports, 
has stranded near Coronel and, it is believ- 
ed, will be a total loss. The crew was 
rescued and part of the cargo saved. The 
Kentra belongs to the United Steel Pro- 
ducts Company of New. York. She meas- 
ured 4,683 tons gross and was built in 1907. 


The Most Rev. Edmond Francis 
Prendergast, Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
died at the archepiscopal residence at Phila- 
delphia, February 26. Archbishop Prender- 
gast was the third Archbishop of Philadel- 
phia, and seventh in the series of prelates 
who have occupied the See established by 
Pope Pius VII., in 1808. He had been arch- 
bishop since May, 1911. 


An official French dispatch recently 
stated that the recent Franco-American 
raid in the Chemin des Dames took place at 
Chevregny and that the two American of- 
ficers and twenty-four soldiers who were 
chosen out of the entire battalion who had 
volunteered for service “gave proof of spirit 
equal to that of the French troops.” Amer- 
ican batteries, the dispatch said, cooperated 
in the preparation for the raid, which, 
though of only five minutes’ duration, was 
extremely violent. 








—vVernon Booth of Chicago, of the La- 
Fayette flying corps, brought down a Ger- 
man airplane in a fight several miles inside 
the German lines. Booth was. on patrol 
duty when he sighted his adversary in a 
two-seated machine and attacked him at a 
height of a mile. Several rounds were ex- 
changed, and soon the German began to de- 
scend. Booth followed the hostile airplane 
down until it dropped into a forest just in- 
side the German line. 





Count von Hertling’s speech in the 
Reichstag, February 26, continuing the dis- 
cussion of the war aims of the belligerent 
powers, has not changed the situation in 
the opinion of high officials at Washington. 
Instead of marking an advance toward 
peace, it is regarded rather as deliberately 
calculated to strengthen the hands of the 
German militaristic party by endeavoring 
to convince the German proletariat of the 
impracticable nature of President Wilson’s 
aims as disclosed in his last address to Con- 
gress on February 11. 





Sixty-three American survivors of 
the torpedoed troop ship Tuscania were re- 
ported to the War Department recently as 
recovering in Irish hospitals from the ef- 
fects of injuries or exposure. The dispatch 
said none of the cases were serious, and 
that it was expected all the men soon would 


be discharged. All of the sixty-three had 
previously been reported saved, and the 
presence of many of them in hospitals had 
been recorded in press dispatches, although 
the recent dispatch brought the first official 
list of those in hospitals. 





Sir Robert Borden, Canadian Prem- 
ier, arrived.in Washington recently for a 
series of official conferences. He spent a 
day with Lord Reading, the British Am- 
bassador and High Commissioner, and mem- 
bers of the British war missions to the 
United States. He will also call on Presi- 
dent Wilson and meet the various govern- 
ment officials. There was no official intima- 
tion of the purpose of the Canadian official’s 
visit other than he came to discuss with 
Lord Reading matters concerning British 
war work in Canada and in the United 
States. 


In March, 1918, New Zealand will 
probably be asked to subscribe an additional 
$10,000,000 as a war loan, which will carry 
the Dominion. on till the end of July. In 
view of the magnificent showing which New 
Zealand has made in every direction, there 
can be no doubt that the loan will be as 
great a success as its predecessors. Sir 
Joseph Ward, the Minister of Finance, does 
not believe that money will be dear after 
the close of hostilities. He considers that 
much more money will be available for in- 
vestment after the declaration of peace than 
was provided before the war, from Great 
Britain, the United States, and Japan. 








An allusion to the United States in 
the Chamber of Deputies at Rome brought 
all the members to their feet cheering dur- 
ing the debate on the war aims and general 
policies, which ended recently in a vote of 
confidence in the government, 340 to 44. 
Referring to Russia’s collapse, Baron Son- 
nino, the foreign minister, said that fortu- 
nately the United States takes the place of 
the-defaulting power in the allies’ lines 
and that where formerly America had sent 
money and munitions to Russia, these now 
would be furnished to the remaining allies 
and would be a determining factor in the 
successful termination of the war. The 
minister pointed out that the war was en- 
tering a critical and decisive phase. He 
said that all the allies desired peace, but 
that the best way to hasten a worthy and 
durable peace, that would not mean shame 
and disaster, was for the allies to maintain 
a close union. 


——American-built ordnance of the lat- 
est type and heaviest calibre, 10-inch, 12- 
inch, and 14-inch rifles, are in service on the 
sector of the western front held by the 
American army and on the Italian front. 
The general belief has been that very few 
American heavy guns were in Europe. The 
guns sent to Italy include a number of 14- 
inch rifles, both of 45 and 50 calibre. Re- 
ports from Italy say the results achieved 
by the heavy American ordnance already 
have elicited expressions of admiration from 
the Italian gunners. In addition to heavy 
naval ordinance, General. Pershing has re- 
ceived a number of reserve 12-inch rifles 
designed originally for installation in the 


coast defenses of the United States. When 
the United States entered the war there 
were a substantial number of these guns 
in American arsenals, but the chances of 
their being needed here was deemed so 
small that the War Department did not 
hesitate to ship them aboard. Mounted on 
specially designed carriages, they are now 
located along the American sector. 


——Safe arrival at an European port of 
a 110-foot submarine chaser with a French 
crew aboard, which had not been heard 
from since January 15, was announced 
recently by the Navy Department. The 
little craft was separated from her escort 
during a terrific gale, while bound for 
Europe. No navigating instruments were 
aboard, but after being blown far off their 
course, the Frenchmen estimated their posi- 
tion and headed for port. To their remark- 
able seamanship is attributed the success 
of their voyage. 





Details of the recent wounding in 
France of Major-General Wood were 
brought here by Colonel Charles E. Kil- 
bourne, who was among the arrivals on a 
French liner. General Wood, Colonel Kil- 
bourne said, had a narrow escape from 
death. Eleven men were killed by the burst- 
ing of a trench mortar, which also wounded 
General Wood and Colonel Kilbourne. A 
French officer who stood close to Colonel 
Kilbourne was blown to bits. General 
Wood’s arm was badly torn when a piece of 
shell entered it at the elbow and bored its 
way through to the wrist. Colonel Kil- 
bourne was also injured when a shell frag- 
ment entered his right eye and after pass- 
ing through the eyeball, lodged itself in the 
brain. Colonel Kilbourne will submit to an 
operation in a New York hospital, after he 


has reported to Secretary of War Baker. 


The sight of his right eye is not entirely 
gone and Colonel Kilbourne hopes that New 
York eye specialists may fully restore its 
sight. 





Imports of tin into the United: States 
during the calendar year 1917 showed a 
slight increase notwithstanding the difficul- 
ties experienced by American importers in 
getting foreign export licenses and the fact 
that the importation of this metal is con- 
trolled by our own government. Including 
the approximate content of imported ore, 
but not including Alaskan ore, the total im- 
ports of tin in 1917 amounted to 68,996 long 
tons, against 66,624 tons in 1916, accord- 
ing to figures made public by the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Depart- 
ment of Commerce. Of our 1916 imports, 
49,415 tons, or seventy-four per cent. of the 
total, came from England and the Straits 
Settlements, whereas in 1917 only 41,463 
tons, or sixty per cent. came from these 
two sources. Imports from the Dutch East 
Indies increased to 14,148 tons, or twenty 
per cent. of the total; Australia, China, and 
Bolivia supplying most of the remaining 
twenty per cent. A large part of our 
Straits tin imports came by way of England, 
as usual, but it is expected that the present 
year will witness an increase in direct ship- 
ments. 
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President 
REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
Albany, New York 


Has your church made its offering to The 
American Christian Convention for this 
year? If not, won’t you please see that it 
is done at the earliest possible time? _The 
work is growing, the expenses are increas- 
ing, and for a single church to fail in its 
Neither 
you nor your. church can afford to overlook 
this offering. Please see that it is taken. 


THE CHAPLAIN FUND 


It was easily and quickly raised and that, 
too, with a cheer and gladness that was re- 
freshing and helpful. Many thanks to you 
all. Since our last report the following 
amounts have been received, making the 
whole amount remitted $111.00: 

Rev. Warren H. Denison, Norfolk, Va. " 


Cassoday, Kansas, church ......... 1.0 
E. M. Kingsworth, Uniontown, Pa... 2.00 
Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Seese, Uniontown, 

Pi macsitdknnmanmeceenimnes ue 2.00 
Margaret Maxon, Jamestown, Ohio.. 1.00 
Moreland Christian church .......... 10.00 

REMINDERS 


They will soon be mailed to the churches 
that have not taken the Convention Offer- 
ing.- We are sorry that this has to be done, 


- and would not do it, but for the sake of the 


cause, and the imperative need the Conven- 
tion: has for funds with which to do its 
work, . We feel. sure that many churches 
will-even yet respond to this call, and do it 


-:willingly and liberally. There is yet a little 


time in which. to save yourself the embar- 
rassment, and the Convention the expense, 
of the Reminder, and we sincerely hope that 
you may do-so. 


WAR WORK COMMITTEE 


As we all realize, the war conditions have 
brought to the church increased opportuni- 
ties, and new and heavy obligations. These 
must be years of sacrifice and giving. If 

our young men go to war, we, 
who remain at home must Keep 
the Home Fires Burning. This 
can only be done through ade- 
quate organization. : 

The American Christian -Con- 
vention has appointed a War Work 
Commission, consisting of Rev. F. G. 
Coffin, Hermon Eldredge, and J. F. Burnett. 
Other demoninations have such Commis- 
sions, and are furnishing them with suffi- 
cient funds with which to carry on their 
work. Our: Commission, while it is ex- 






pected to take its place alongside the others, 


and do its full share of work, had not even 
a penny with which to begin. The impor- 
tance of the War Work Committee cannot be 
over-stated, and its helplessness up to this 


' time is pitiable. 


Our chairman, Rev. F. G. Coffin, has had 
ready for the printer for quite a while an 
address and program of service, which the 
committee has not been able to have printed 
for lack of funds. Of course, no public ap- 


peal has been made, for the committee hesi- 
tated to ask for additional funds, seeing 
that other claims were upon us, but we are 
glad to report that the fund has been start- 
ed, and will no doubt incréase until the com- 
mittee can do at least a little, compared 
with what it should do, and with what like 
committees in other churches are doing. 

The fund has now reached from personal 
contributions $43.00. If you are interested 
in having the boys in uniform looked after 
by your own church, you may send your 
personal contribution to the Secretary of 
The American Christian Convention. 


PERSONAL OFFERINGS 


We have been receiving some very good 
personal offerings, some of which enjoin 
us not to mention their names. Among such, 
one good friend of the cause remits $263.00, 
another $8.00, and another $10.00, and oth- 
ers of like amounts. Among these person- 
al donors we have the name of Rev. Albert 
Godley, who sends $6.50, and, while he would 
not wish us to mention his name, we. feel 
justified in so doing, because of the exam- 
ple he sets and the influence his name and 


gift carries.’ Many of us know that Bro. . 


Godley lives the simple life quite to the lim- 
it. He denies himself as few among us do; 
his income is very small, and yet he man- 
ages to remember the general cause of the 
church to which he belongs, and will tell 
you, and tell you the truth, too, that his 
sweetest joy is found in so doing. If only 
out of their abundance men would give as 
this man does out of his penury, our treas- 
ury would overflow with gold. 


A FEW TAKEN .FROM THE FILE FOR 
FEBRUARY 


NorTH GREECE, N. Y., 

> , 2,,.18, 1% 

DEAR BROTHER BURNETT :—I saw your re- 
quest in THE HERALD of February 7th, and 
took the paper along to church and Sun- 
day-school, and read it to my elass at the 
close of the lesson. The result is a money 
order goes to you of five dollars, from our 
class, and teacher, Mrs. H. C. Phelps, wish- 
ing you success in this good work. 





WARREN, OHIO, 
February 18, 1918, 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Sir AND BroTHER:—As we, have no dear 
old Christian church in our little city, I 
wish to cast in my mite with you in the good 
work. I herewith enclose a check of ten 
dollars ($10.00) to-be distributed as fol- 


lows: 


Home Missions ....,........... $1.50 
Foreign Missions ............. 1.50 
American Christian Convention 2,00 
Army Chaplains .............. 5.00 


Truly we should all be willing to give. of 
our means to help in this great cause. May 
God bless you and give you physical strength 
for your duties, is the prayer ef the writer. 

Mrs. LILLIAN KENDALL, 

107 Parkman St. 
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REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayton, Ohioc : 


GENESEO, N. Y., 
_ February 19, 1918. 
DeaR Sir:—Enclosed find $10.00; $5.00 
for The, American Christian Convention, 
and $5.00 for Franklinton. Please send re- 
ceipt to Angie M. Neff, R. D. 2, care of 
Walter Ward. 


ANGIE M. NEFF. 





JASPER, Mo., 
January 21, 1918. 

DEAR BROTHER BuRNETT:—I enclose a 
draft for $1.00, for the Convention, my of- 
fering. Mrs. Thomas has been sick for 
six weeks. I have been kept in the house 
the most of the time. I just could get out 
long enough to prepare wood. The 
people of the Bethel Sunday-school, when 
they learned our condition, came in and pre- 
pared a nice lot of wood, and gave us a nice 
purse besides, for which we are thankful. 
It made us take courage, and thank God for 
friends. We are not among our church peo- 


ple, but we are trying to do all the good w 
can. 


Sincerely, 
F. M. THomas: 





Fort RECOvERY, OHIO, 


ey Feb. 2, 1918. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 
DEAR BROTHER BURNETT:—Enclosed 

please find twenty dollars, money order, 
five dollars for The American Christian 
Convention; five dollars for, Foreign Mis- 
sions; five dollars for Home Missions, and 
five dollars for Education. Will you please 
oblige. 

Respectfully yours, 

ELLA LOWERY AND SISTERS. 





PIERCETON, INDIANA, 
January 28, 1918: 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER BuRNETT:—Our pastor, 
Rev. James H. Lightbourne, is leaving us, so 
it becomes my duty to send our benevolences. 
Enelosed find check for fourteen dollars and 
seventy-seven cents ($14.77). Eight dol- 
lars of it may be used for The American 
Christian Convention, and the rest for for- 
eign missions. Credit this to the Booneville 
Christian church, of Eel River Conference. 

_ Brother Lightbourne has responded to the 
call of his country, and is now starting to 
Camp Greene, N. C. He goes by way of 
Philadelphia, with the privilege of stopping 
there to see his mother... He is of draft age, 
but claimed no exemption. He is not the 
sort of person to shirk what he considers 
to. be his duty, but it seems to me his motive 
is his love of country, and our Heavenly 
Father. Mrs. Edith Fox Norton has much 
to say of a young Belgian whom she calls 
“Peter, the apostle of the trenches.” -I pre- 
dict we will have in Brother James, anoth- 
er apostle among the soldiers.: © © 

- Respectfully, 
Maun. Cong. 





vt 


JAMESTOWN, O#10,~ 
February 25, 1918. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., , 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER BURNETT:—Mother is 
sending one dollar, to pay for four blocks. 
I believe they are twenty-five cents each. 
Hope all blocks are taken.: I am, . © 

Sincerely yours, 
MARGARET MAXON. 


- The very. last mail brought the above let- 
ter, and among all who have contributed, 
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none has done it more cheerfully, nor at a 
greater sacrifice, than has “Mother” Maxon. 
She is unable to hear a sound from without 
her soul, but within voices speak to her of 
heaven and happiness. Her daughter 
picks up their living at the point of her 
needle, and yet no good cause is ever neg- 
lected in that humble Christian home. The 
home at Bethany had in it Mary, Martha, 
Lazarus, and Jesus. This one has in it 
Mother, Maggie, and Jesus. 





UNIONTOWN, PA. 
Rev. J. F. BURNETT :—Find enclosed $4.00 
to help fill the spaces in the square in HER- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, of February 7th. 
Now this is from Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Seese, 
and two dollars from myself. 
E. M. KINGSWORTH. 
Brother Kingsworth is a long time reader 
of THE HERALD, and a very devoted man to 
his church. His letter contains other mat- 
ters, but which would not interest the read- 
ers of THE HERALD. 


A WORTHY DEED AND A GOOD 
EXAMPLE 


I have the following card, which I wish 
could be read by the officers of all our 
churches that do not have pastors: 

EDINBORO, PA., 2, 18, 18. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Dear SiR:—Please send twenty American 
Christian Convention collection envelopes, 
and literature to go with them, to Mrs. C. E. 
Fox, Edinboro, Pa. As we have no pastor 
at present, and no prospect of securing one, 
the collection has been neglected, but we 
hope to take it the first Sunday in March. 

Yours, 
Mrs. C. E. Fox. 


Many, many church clerks write me, sim- 
ply saying, “We have no pastor,” which fact 
they regard as sufficient reason for not 
making the offering. I know the value of a 
pastor in all matters pertaining to church 
work, but many churches could make the 
offering, even though they do not have reg- 
ular services. It is a delightful experience 
to do some things out of the conventional 
way. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 





~ Lesson for March 17, 1918 





JESUS SENDING FORTH THE TWELVE 
Mark 6: 7-13, 30 





Time—March, April, A. D. 29. 

Place—Galilee. 

Golden Text—Freely ye received; freely 
give.—Matt. 10: 8. 

Devotional Readings—Rom. 10: 18-15; 
Isa. 40: 3-9. 

Additional Material for Teachers—Matt. 
28: 16-20; Acts 1: 6-8; 2: 1-4; 16:9, 10. 

Primary Topic—Jesus Feeding the Hun- 
gry. . 

Lesson. Material—Mark 6: 7-13, 30-44. 

Memory Verse—Give ye them to eat.— 
Mark 6: 37. 

Junior Memory Verse—Isa. 52: 7. 

Intermediate Topic—Messengers of Christ. 
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Memory Verses—Matt. 28: 18-20. 

Additional Material—Acts 1: 6-8. 

Senior and Adult Topic—The Power of 
the Gospel of Christ. 

Additional Material—Matt. 
Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1: 17-81. 


28: 16-20; 





Daily Readings 

Monday, March 11—Jesus Sending Forth 
the Twelve. Mark 6: 7-13, 30. 

Tuesday, March 12—Called to Service. 
Luke 5: 1-11. 

Wednesday, March 13—-Commissioned to 
Serve. Matt. 28: 16-20. 

Thursday, March 14—Anointed for Serv- 
ice. Acts 1: 6-8; 2: 1-4. 

Friday, March 15—The Message of the 
Servants. Rom. 10: 6-15. 

Saturday, March 16—A Faithful Servant. 
Luke 14: 16-24. 

Sunday, March 17—Show Forth His Sal- 
vation. Ps. 96: 1-13. 





Comments 

I. THE SENDING OUT OF THE TWELVE. 
Vs. 7-13. 

The Twelve whom He appointed to be 
with Him were often called apostles, which 
means “sent out.” They were chosen to be 
His companions and pupils and His helpers 
in the work of the Kingdom. He prepared 
them in the best school, under the best 
teacher, and in the best environment that 
ever existed for practical, natural education 
—the school of life for the more abundant 
life under the life-giving Teacher, “That he 
might send them forth,’ not once only, but 
from time to time to cast out demons and 
to do other works that He himself was do- 
ing. They went “two by two” so that in 
the mouth of two or more witnesses every 
word might be established and that they 
might be companions for each other. 

V. 8. The wallet was a small leather bag 
for carrying provisions. They were not to 
provide these in advance, but were to get 
them on their journey. 

V. 9, They were not to put on two coats. 
The dress in Palestine at that time was very 
simple. Besides sandals for the feet and a 
covering for the head, a man wore a tunic 
coat, which was a garment something like 
a long shirt, with a girdle or belt about the 
waist, and a cloak, which was hardly more 
than a large square piece of thick cloth. 
Some men wore two tunics, but this was a 
sign of wealth, and it was this which Jesus 
forbade. It appears that He himself ‘wore 
only one. The purpose of all these direc- 
tions to the Twelve is to prevent them from 
having anything to hinder them in their 
work. ‘They were not to burden themselves 
to get or to carry anything which was un- 
necessary. They needed neither money nor 
provisions for their journey because they 
went afoot, and it was the usual custom in 
the orient to give travelers food and shelter 
for nothing; it would have insulted the peo- 
ple to offer them pay for such things. 

V. 10. There abide—Have but one stop- 
ping place in each village, quite unlike some 
modern preachers who change stopping 
places from night to night. 

V. 11. Shake off the dust—A sign of dis- 
approval of their conduct, which would pro- 
duce the feeling of condemnation. 
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V. 12. Preach that men should repent— 
They were to follow the example of John 
(Matt. 3:2) and Jesus (Mark 1:15) pre 
paring the way for the gospel to be intro- 
duced into the hearts of those who should 
repent. 

V. 18. Cast out demons—Accompanying 
as Jesus had done, their preaching with the 
relief of bodily ills. So the Christian spirit 
leads us in our times to do both together. 
Protestant churches have preached the gos- 
pel and stressed the spiritual needs of the 
people by placing emphasis upon spiritual 
activities and in many instances neglected 
the bodily needs. We should provide hos- 
pitals as church institutions to care for the 
sick as well as churches, orphanages, col- 
leges, and publishing houses to do their re- 
spective lines of Christian work. There is 
no finer field for the cultivation of human 
sympathy, emotional attitude, and religious 
activities than in providing for human suf- 
fering. On every mission field under the aus- 
pices of the church it should own and oper- 
ate not only an institutional church as a re- 
ligious and social center, but should have 
a school and hospital with such religious 
and educational activities and medical serv- 
ice as would provide for the largest service 
to the whole man and to the entire commun- 
ity. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these ye have done it 
unto me.” When the Twelve returned from 
their missionary journey they gathered 
themselves together unto Jesus; and they 
told him all things whatsoever they had 
done, and whatsoever they had taught. This 
was probably at Capernaum to which they 
returned and made a full report of their 
conduct and teaching. Preachers will have 
a weighty responsibility to meet when they 
make their report, at the end of the journey 
of life of what they have done and taught. 
And the Christian is as truly a witness and 
teacher for Christ as is the preacher. The 
report must be made and the true reward 
will be given for the services rendered to the 
kingdom. The age in which we live has its 
deep needs and unmistakable cries for help. 
The Christian world is called to go and 
preach to the suffering the doctrine of re- 
pentance and cure the physical and spiritual 
ills that the spirit of Christ and the gospel 
may become the dominant element in their 
life and character. 





A CRADLE ROLL CLASS IN THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


There have recently come to me two or 
three requests for information regarding 
the Cradle Roll babies who come to Sunday- 
school. One dear lady writes me that she 
has been considering a class for them, but 
the superintendent (of the Sunday-school) 
looks rather grudgingly on the project—he 
and the minister both seem to fear it will 
disturb the dignity and reverence of the 
school. 

I wish that I may live to see the day when 
we will be willing to accept God’s way of 
working. The rule of God is not a “pro- 
tracted meeting” nor even a revival for the 
sake of bringing adult sinners. Now, I 
know that statement will be excepted to by 
many, but if you will think, you will see that 
this was, after all, but a “make-shift” where 
the child-training had been neglected. One 
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of the first rules regarded the training of 
children. (Deut. 4:9, 10) It is repeated in 
the middle, (Prov. 22:6) and again toward 
the end, (Eph. 6:4) while over and over, 
is stressed the teaching that shall “cause 
them to know” the right and to do it. Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners? Yes, 
but He also came to “save his people from 
their sins,” not to rescue sinners alone, but 
to keep people from becoming sinners. 

When every child has been brought up to 
“Know the Lord,” then and only then, will 
the earth be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord. What, then, is our duty to children? 
Most certainly to begin their training at an 
early age, the earlier the better. If your 
school is so laxly put together that the 
bringing in of a few babies will disrupt it, 
there is something wrong, either with the 
school, or with the building which houses 
it. It is, of course, a self-evident proposi- 
tion, that a Cradle Roll class cannot be man- 
aged in the general room, unless it can be 
screened or curtained. A room, even if it 
be a room in a private house, or the pas- 
tor’s study is far better. For one thing, the 
babies should be where they cannot see their 
mothers. For the other, they should be 
where the school cannot see them. 


How shall we teach these babies? What 
lessons can they learn? If by learn, you 
mean to memorize or recite a lesson, abso- 
lutely nothing. The baby knows but one 
thing, Play. He must be reached by his 
play instinct or not at all. The prepara- 
tion for a Cradle Roll Class might consist 
of (a) some bright colored balls; (b) some 
little, non-noise-making toys, such as build- 
ing blocks, rag dolls, etc.; (c) a blackboard 
with bright colored crayons; (d) a baby 
buggy or cradle for the sleepy babies. Now, 
I am sure some of you will be aghast at such 
a collection for the Sunday-school. But let 
us remember Paul’s command was to bring 
them up in the “nurture” before we attempt 
the “admonition” of the Lord! The first 
and best lesson we can teach these tiny tots 
is a love for God’s House. To feel that 
friends await them there; that it is a place 
where they can be busy, rather than a place 
where they must “sit still.” I trust I am 
no whit behind others in my reverence for 
the House of God, nor in my belief that we 
should preserve in it a reverent attitude, 
both of mind and body. But I do believe 
that if we were to early instill the idea of 
“busyness” for the Christian, we should 
have less paralytic Christians in our pews 
to-morrow than we have to-day. The blocks 
known as “nest blocks” fitting one inside 
the other may be purchased from the Pil- 
grim Press for 75 cents, and used as a basis 
of story-telling for the little tots, as well as 
for playthings. Or, a set can be purchased 
for from ten to twenty-five cents in the 
stores, and your own pictures pasted there- 
on. Use pictures of little children, doing 
the things that appeal to little children, and 
base thereon the story which shall teach 
them of the Father’s love and care. A little 
child picking flowers, prepares the way for a 
story of Him who made the flowers and all 
other things for us. A little one going to 
bed, may be used as a basis, not only for 
a story of God’s watchcare, but may intro- 
duce a prayer for the baby to learn, and 
to repeat at mamma’s knee. (Do you have 
any idea how many babies even in so-called 
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Christian homes grow up without ever 
learning a prayer?) A child running along 
the street may help us think of the many 
ways in which the little one may help mam- 
ma, and say “Thank you” to God for His 
helping us. Will the baby remember all 
this? No, perhaps not a word of it. But 
deep in the child heart is growing up the 
spirit of reverence, trust, and love for God, 
and a desire to serve Him. This is what 
we can do for our Cradle Roll babies. 

On the other hand: A Cradle Roll Class 
means that mothers can come to Sunday- 
school who would otherwise remain at home. 
Some girl or girls from the Young Ladies’ 
Classes may volunteer to care for the babies 
or the Cradle Roll Superintendent may un- 
dertake this task. Young mothers, espe- 
cially, will benefit by this class, and through 
them their babies. Many a girl who has 
been active in church and Sunday-school 
stays home with her babies when they are 
small, because she has no one with whom to 
leave them. By and by she has gotten into 
the habit of staying home; she is weaned 
away from her church; she has gotten out 
of the habit of church work. It may be 
years before she takes it up again; she 
may never take it up. What then? Why, 
her children are reared by a non-church- 
going mother, a mother who, through dis- 
use, has become uninterested in the things 
of the church and Sunday-school, and, final- 
ly, in the things of the Kingdom. She is 
slack in sending her children to Sunday- 
school, and by and by, they, too, remain at 
home. The parents and the children are 
outside of the church. A family is lost, be- 
cause no plan was made for the mother to 
attend church in comfort while her baby 
was small. 

Supposing these parents to be brought in- 
to the church through a revival in later 
years? Will that replace the “years which 
the locust has eaten?” Will that give them 
back again as workers for the Lord? Will 
that “train up a child in the way he should 
go?” You know the answer. 

Is it not better to have a Cradle Roll 
Class, and save a life as well as a soul for 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Mrs. FRED BULLOCK, 
Elementary Supt. A. C. C. S. S. Board. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVO 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - Secretary 
Elen College, N. C. 





Topic for March 17, 1918 


LIVING WITH OTHERS 
1 Peter 3: 8-16 








The Scripture :— 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion 
one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be cour- 
teous: Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for rail- 
ing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
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The Leader:—The great concern for me 
is to live so that I will be a comfortable per- 
son for others to live with. If I can at all 
times be companionable for other people, I 
can get along with them. I admit I am 
prone to think of the disagreeableness of 
others and to excuse my own weaknesses. 
But really is this fair, is it right? Will not 
my Christian cheeriness and genial com- 
panionableness largely produce in my asso- 
ciates the kind of friends I like to mingle 
with? What is your experience? 

Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses :— 
The Joys and Blessings of Friendship; How 
Friendship Grows; Bible Friendships; How 
Friendship Fails; Why It Fails; The Only 
Sure Basis of Enduring Friendship; Criti- 
cism and Friendship; Truthfulness and 
Tact in Friendship. 


Questions to Meditate on and Answer in 
Meeting :—Why do I find it so hard to live 
peaceably with others? Is it a credit to me 
or my friends, that we get along so well 
together? Have I ever lost a friend? How? 
Did I regain that friend? How? How can 
we make home a little heaven? Why is it 
not so now? Can one person disrupt a 
friendship? What does the Bible teach 
about forbearance? What about the separa- 
tion of Barnabas and Paul? Is criticism 
justifiable? When? To whom should we 
first speak? How does love help us become 
better companions? 





NOTES 

Isn’t that a fine poem from Dr. Coffin? 
Why not read it to your society? Why not 
frame it and hang it on the wall? 

A new Christian church is starting in 
Alapaha, Ga. And even before the founda- 
tion is laid, they want a Christian Endeavor 
Society. Great, isn’t it? 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR DOINGS 


California Juniors are being urged to read 
the Bible through this year, and many have 
adopted the plan. 

The Texas union offers a loving-cup to 
that society in the State which gets the 
greatest amount of Christian Endeavor 
news printed this year. 

The society at Huntington College, Ubee, 
Ind., has attained three hundred points on 
the Christian Endeavor Efficiency chart, 
and is holding this high standard. 

Christian Endeavor war gardens were 
highly commended by government officials. 
The largest crop value from one acre was 
$550, and the smallest $102. The average 
was $328. The largest value from 400 
square feet was $47; the average was $7.50. 

The Christian Society at Prescott, Ark., 
purchased one liberty bond for the first is- 
sue, and four bonds of the second issue, be- 
sides contributing to the Red Cross and Y. 
M. C. A. funds. This church has no pastor, 
but the young people keep the home fires 
burning. 





SOCIAL TIMES FOR SOLDIER BOYS 

Toward the end of last summer three 
Washington, D. C., Christian Endeavor So- 
cieties—Congregational, Presbyterian, and 
Baptist—arranged weekly socials for the 
soldier boys. These gatherings were so help- 
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ful that the men asked that they might be 
continued through the winter months. Here 
is a letter from one of the boys who attend- 
ed them. It is written from France: 


The success of these endeavors is im- 
mense, and the benefits are almost beyond 
belief. These socials and receptions furnish 
the pastime, amusement, and social recrea- 
tion our boys want. They meet there con- 
genial, clean-minded men and women who 
make them readily feel at home, and whose 
interest is not in the soldier’s pocketbook, 
but in his social and spiritual welfare, just 
that for which he craves. The success of 
our arms depends as much upon you as it 
does upon the men in khaki. Keep the 
flames of love and honor and decency burn- 
ing in the hearts of our boys who are offer- 
ing their all for you. 


ENDEAVOR’S CALL 





Air: “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” or 
“John Brown’s Body” 


There’s a summons to Endeavor from a 
world immersed in strife; 
While carnage sweeps the nations and our 
days with war are rife— 
Tis a call for the enlistment of our young 
and hopeful life, 
While God is marching on. 


Chorus— 


Onward, Onward, then Endeavor, 

Closer, Closer, march together, 

Forward, Forward, now and ever, 
While God is marching on. 


There’s the black foe of intemperance and 
the mighty hosts of greed, 
There is Sabbath desecration and the hovels 
with their need; 
To the cry of sad and sinful young Endeav- 
or must give heed, 
For God is marching on. 
We'll Endeavor for our country, we'll En- 
deavor for our flag, 
We’ll Endeavor for the Master, that His 
cause may never lag; 
Our’s now a field of battle, where we'll 
neither fear nor fag, 
f For.God is marching on. 
List the call of our Commander: Onward, 
Onward, by His grace! 
For the years of coming battle each must 
; stand within his place, 
With a courage for the conflict which no 
danger can efface, 
While God is marching on. 


F. G. CorFrin. 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR PATRIOTISM 


If a Christian Endeavor Service flag could 
be made large enough, and hung outside the 
Christian Endeavor Headquarters in Bos- 
ton, says Dr. F. E. Clark, it would show 
more than 100,000 stars. In some camps 


more than ten per cent. of the men are 
Endeavorers. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR WAR WORK 


Not less than 5,000 Pennsylvania Endeav- 
orers have gone into the army for training. 

Some Endeavorers from the State of 
Washington, who promised to “take Chris- 
tian Endeavor into the trenches,” have start- 
ed a society in their regiment. 

An Endeavorer in the aero service in Tex- 
as collected ten cents from each of eighty- 
seven men in the regiment to help the work 
of Christian Endeavor in Ohio. 

St. Paul’s English Lutheran Society, Bal- 
timore, Md., recently secured 235 members 
for the Red Cross. The society has sent 
forty air-cushions, among other gifts, to its 
boys in camp. 
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Every soldier that attended a mass-meet- 
ing of the Des Moines, Ia., union recently— 
and several hundred men in khaki were 
present—received as many jars of jam and 
jelly as he could carry away in his pockets. 
After the men had taken all they could car- 
ry, there were several hundred jars left, 
and these were sent to Camp Dodge. 


DR. CLARK’S MONTHLY LETTER 
THE RECORD OF THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS 


February 2 rounds out thirty-seven years 
of Christian Endeavor history. It is well 
to take account of stock, to count our many 
blessings, and from them draw encourage- 
ment and inspiration for the future. Even 
dry statistics are eloquent on such an anni- 
versary. To many results of these thirty- 
seven years arithmetic cannot apply. Here 
are some that can be numbered: 

1 More than one hundred thousand so- 
cieties built on the Christian Endeavor plan, 
in thirty-seven years, nearly four-fifths of 
them bearing our interdenominational name. 

2. Fifteen millions of members trained 
in some degree for Christian service and in 
the practice of Christian fellowship. _ 

8. One hundred million prayer-meetings 
held, each of which has exerted some influ- 
ence for good, and given opportunity for the 
expression of the religious life. 

4. Hundreds of thousands of committees 
formed, which have committed some form of 
definite, voluntary welfare work to these 
millions of young Christians. 

5. Tens of thousands of union meetings 
and conventions held, varying in size from 
a few score to fifty thousand in attendance, 
thus vastly promoting the fellowship of the 
denominations. 

6. Societies formed in practically every 
land and every evangelical denomination; 
over one hundred countries and their col- 
onies and over one hundred distinct denom- 
inations in this list. 

7. Uplift and rescue work undertaken 
for and by soldiers, sailors, and in hospitals, 
prisons, fresh air camps, in engine houses, 
on street corners, and in every conceivable 
place of opportunity. 

8. Some forty weekly or monthly Chris- 
tian Endeavor publications, in a dozen lan- 
guages, and a large library of helpful liter- 
ature published. 

9. An eager response since the war be- 
gan, to the country’s call for food produc- 
tion and economy, for Red Cross, Y. M. C. 
A., and Y. W. C. A. work, ete. 

10. A hundred thousand Endeavorers in 
training camps or at the front, and societies 
formed in cantonments, regiments, and nav- 
al quarters. 

11. This last year the best of all the 
thirty-seven, in increase and efficiency, in 
most of the countries from which the war 
allows us to obtain reports. 


OUR RESPONSE 


What shall we render unto the Lord for 
thirty-seven years of blessing? 

1. Humble acknowledgment and thanks- 
giving to Him who alone doeth wondrous 
things. 

2. An increasingly firm belief in the 
principles which have brought these bless- 
ings. 

8. Deeper devotion to the world-wide, 
God-given task of the society in training yet 
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other generations of boys and girls and 
young men and women in the expression of 
their religious lives, in joyous fellowship, 
and in voluntary, loving service for their 
Master, their church, and their fellow men. 
If you all say “aye,” we will make the 

response unanimous, and join together in a 
new consecration for the thirty-eighth year 
of Christian Endeavor. God grant that it 
may be the best of all! 

Your friend, 

Francis E. CLARK. 


Aa eR a 


HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer 8S. Thomas - ~ ecretary 
Dayten, Ohio 





Keep in mind that a cent a day is only a 
minimum for you as an individual to give. 





Have you balanced your account with the 
Lord lately to see how much you are over- 
drawn? 





Sure, my brother, any time of year will 
do to make an every-member canvass for 
missions. Now is the time to start if you 
are not yet giving on the weekly basis. 





The notice of the removal of Brother Pot- 
ter to the church at Elkhart, Ind., appear- 
ing in last week’s HERALD, means the loss 
of one of our home mission pastors. 





Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert speaks of the In- 
stitute for Ministers of the Eel River Con- 
ference held at Huntington, “With its infor- 
mal discussions and the atmosphere of in- 
tercession coupled with the addresses it 
sounded the call for service which in these 
days is indeed momentous.” 





How near is your church in the standard 
for giving, counting one hundred per cent. 
of the members giving all they are able to 
give? It will do you good to make an in- 
ventory to see where you are and to grade 
your church. Get others of your church to 
do the same and then compare notes. 


—_———— 


Brother J. B. Fisher writes words of ap- 
preciation in which he says: “An informal 
group meeting of our ministers and some of 
our laymen, discussing some of the vital 
problems of our church lives, and the ad- 
dresses, made it a meeting such as I would 
like to see be but the beginning of a series 
in our conference.” 





Are you using the Prayer Cycle, or have 
you yet had one of the programs for daily 
prayer for missions? If not, send at once 
for copies to use and to hand to your friends 
to use. God wants life as well as money and 
He wants above all things to be used in His 
work with the church, Prayer is essential 
to the larger activity for the Kingdom. 
The Prayer Cycle has suggestions for your 
use. 





The Christian Endeavor Society of the 
First Church in Dayton started in with the 
Supplement Topic cards last Sunday night, 
beginning the study of The Lure of Africa. 
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The interest was so great that they were not 
able to complete the topic that night and 
will use the first fifteen minutes next Sun- 
day evening. Several societies are order- 
ing the cards. Get your order in now that 
you may be in on the first of the year’s 
work. 





The Mission Secretary of the Miami Ohio 
Conference, Rev. Edwin B. Flory, is asking 
all of the churches to appoint a missionary 
committee and to report them to him that 
he may have a vital point of contact with 
the churches to work the mission propa- 
ganda. Eighteen of them have already ap- 
pointed the committee. That is fine, let 
other mission secretaries take the hint. 





Let all who are interested in home mis- 
sions pray and work most earnestly that 
our foreign mission day may be fruitful of 
wonderful success in the way of giving and 
intercession, and enthusiastic teaching and 
encouragement. We can never be a strong 
church at home if we are not willing to 
give that the gospel may go to the other 
lands also. Home missions needs more than 
near-sighted Christians. 





If you have not read the article in last 
week’s HERALD by Dr. Conibear on The Lay- 
man as Preacher, turn to it and read it. 
There is surely a great need for men who 
are willing to lead in the churches when 
they are without pastors. Every church 
ought to have some preaching every Sun- 
day and the lay preacher could have the off 
Sundays in many of the churches where 
they have only the twice-a-month preaching. 
I would like to hear the experience of oth- 
ers on such plans as Dr. Conibear says are 
being used in, the Rhode Island and Massa- 
chusetts Conference. I agree with him that 
it would be most profitable for the coming 
convention to discuss the matter and to offer 
something definite as a basis for work along 
that line. Why not have the college presi- 
dents put churches in touch with members 
of their alumni who might be thus used, 
and give their influence to get them inter- 
ested? 





One of the questions brought out in the 
discussion at the institute held at the Hunt- 
ington church in the Eel River Conference 
was, Why not have the Home Mission De- 
partment offer to give aid to the churches 
in the country who now are forced to have 
only part time preaching that they might be 
able to have a pastor on the field all the 
time? 

Only the lack of funds stands in the way 
of such a work. Men who have to divide 
their time between their church and some 
other occupation cannot be as strong in 
leadership, neither can the man who has to 
be divided between two churches. One of 
the most important steps toward strength- 
ening the home base, is that of grouping the 
churches into pastorates. 

Three churches of the Miami Ohio Con- 
ference going to full-time preaching, and 
two of them locating their pastors on the 
field, will add very greatly to the efficiency 
of their work. This was the result of 
planning and working to that end on the 
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part of the Conference Board and the pas- 
tors. Let us set up a standard of “A Lo- 
cated Pastor at Every Church” and work 
for it. 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 
(Please send items for this department to either 


Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 





The readers of the Woman’s Missionary 
column will sympathize with the president 
of the Western Indiana Conference Wom- 
an’s Board, Mrs. Carrie Beaver, in the 
death of her mother. 


By the time this item meets your eyes it 
will be time to report the results of Mobi- 
lization Month. Please bear in mind, you 
who have worked so faithfully, that your 
whole duty is not done until you have sent 
in a prompt and full report of your work. 
The presidents of the local missionary so- 
cieties are to send their reports to the pres- 
ident of their Conference Woman’s Board. 

The Conference Woman’s Board presi- 
dents are to send their reports to the chair- 
man of the Mobilization Committee, Mrs. 
Alice V. Morrill, 2833 Conover Street, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


WHAT THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
MEANS TO ME 


I say I am a Christian, hence a follower 
of Christ. He came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister. He went about do- 
ing good. He gave his life to the service 
of mankind. If I am a follower of Christ, 
how can I do otherwise than give my life 
in serving mankind? How can I best do 
this? Through the Missionary Society, of 
course. I can easily serve those with whom 
I come in daily contact. But how about 
those who are across the ocean, whom I may 
never see? And yet they need my help. My 
means will not carry me to them. The 
small amount I may be able to give will in 
itself not go far or reach many. But added 
to the small amounts from the other women 
of our society, this in time added to the 
hundreds and thousands of other societies, 
will grow into a large amount and will 
go far and reach many. 

We have been told, in union there is 
strength. We know it is true. Why not 
then combine our means and our efforts, 
small though they may be? 

The Missionary Society means my oppor- 
tunity to obey Christ’s last command, “Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gos- 
pel unto every creature.” 

Mrs. E. M. Crew. 

West Milton, Ohio. 


SOME DON’TS FOR THE LITERATURE 
DEPARTMENT 


Don’t send money in your letter, when the 
pieces are so heavy that the Superintendent 
has to pay extra postage to get it: 

Don’t stick the stamps to your letter, they 
will carry just as well when left loose. They 
might be wrapped in oil paper. 

Don’t forget to return the bill when you 
send the pay, it may save trouble later. 

Don’t be offended when we send you a 
statement of your account. It is only a 
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matter of business. Some folks who are 
forgetful are glad to be reminded. 

Don’t expect to get everything from our 
Literature Department. Some things are 
printed that we do not carry in stock. 

Don’t feel hurt if sometimes you find in 
your package a leaflet that you did not or- 
der. Sometimes we are out of some of 
those you ask for, and rather than have you 
wait so long, we substitute (which is just 
the thing these days). 

Don’t forget that Mite Boxes are ten 
cents per dozen now—except those for 
Young People and the Cradle Roll. 

Don’t stop the enlisting with Mobiliza- 
tion Month, but remember that the “Will 
You Enlist” leaflet will cost 15 cents per 
dozen after February. 

Don’t forget that the new members—as 
well as the old ones—need a copy of “The 
Hand Book for Missionary Workers”’-—20 
cents per dozen. 

Don’t wait until two or three days before 
the time you want to use your literature 
before you send in your order, and then ex- 
pect to receive it in time. 


Don’t find fault with the Department, un- 
less you just cannot help it. 








Don’t forget us. Pray for us. Send in 
your orders. 
EDUCATION 
Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A.. - - Secretary 


Providence, R. I. 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES © 


The present week has been one of rich 
and varied interest. Capt. David Fallon, of 
the English army, spoke to a crowded audi- 
ence in the college chapel Monday morning, 
giving a thrilling account of his experiences 
at the front. Capt. Fallon is an educated 
young Irishman from Australia and possesses 
the warmth of spirit and sense of humor 
characteristic of his race. He was a profes- 
sor in a military school before the war 
and was one of the twenty thousand 
who scaled the rocky heights at Galippoli 
and one of the only one thousand who re- 
turned alive. Capt. Fallon says the cause 
of the war is “education without culture 
and religion without spirituality.” He be- 
lieves there is no remedy save the crushing 
of Germany, which he thinks will take three 
years and at least five million of men from 
America. 

Monday afternoon, Prof. Newbold, Super- 
intendent of Rural Education for North Car- 
olina, gave an illustrated lecture on “The 
Negro Problem in the South.” He demon- 
strated the wonderful progress made by the 
negro since the war, told of the educational 
work among them under the leadership of 
their own race, and urged a fuller knowledge 
of their problems and a more sympathetic 
and helpful attitude toward them. About 
two hundred Elon students enrolled in 
classes to take a seven weeks’ course in the 
study of the negro problem in the South. 

Dr. Clarence D. Usher, eighteen years a 
medical missionary in Turkey, spoke Tues- 
day morning. He was here by invitation of 
the Student Volunteer Band and laid heavily 
upon the hearts of the students the increased 
opportunities and demands for workers on 
account of the war. Dr. Usher also gave 
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some account of the terrible experiences of 
the first nine months of the war, when Ar- 
menians—men, women, and children—were 
driven from their homes, beaten, shot, 
drowned in streams, and hacked to death 
with axes. In common with other speakers 
and writers he said these massacres were 
perpetrated with the consent and approval 
of the German government. It has been 
hard for me to believe this accusation. I 
asked him privately, “Dr. Usher, can this 
statement be true?” “Absolutely,” he said. 
“What is your own authority for the state- 
ment,” I continued. “The American Ambas- 
sador at Constantinople told me that he was 
so informed by the German Ambassador 
when he protested against the atrocities. 
Also German missionaries who were forbid- 
den to harbor an Armenian in their homes.” 
The War Savings Stamp compaign was 
presented Wednesday by Hon. E. S. Parker 
and County Superintendent Terrell. About 
twenty-five Elon faculty members and stu- 
dents will speak in the various graded and 
high schools of the county Friday and help 
organize the campaign. N. G. NEWMAN. 


DEFIANCE COLLEGE NOTES 


With all activities placed on a war basis, 
Defiance College will probably be the first 
institution of its kind in Ohio to attempt 
constructive education as the result of 
present-day conditions. Every student will 
soon be doing active work for his country, 
if the plans now being made are success- 
fully carried out. The scope of the scheme 
will make the local institution effective not 
only on the college campus, but in the city 
and throughout Defiance County as well. 


Economics is to be taught with the idea 
of showing the effect of the great war on 
America and world business organization; 
Sociology will be made a study of the organ- 
ization of society as influenced by war, and 
will deal with the problems caused by the 
thousands of returning soldiers; classes in 
constructive statesmanship will be organ- 
ized, to place before the students the de- 
mands of the world’s diplomats, and in ad- 
dition to all this, teams of students will be 
organized to visit various other schools and 
colleges in the interest of the war, and urg- 
ing cooperation with the government finan- 
cial and conservation program. Represent- 
atives of the history department will speak 
in schoolhouses, telling the causes of the 
present struggle, and explaining the essen- 
tial differences between the American and 
the Germanic type of mind. Young ladies 
of the domestic science department will in- 
struct housewives in the underlying causes 
for the food regulations, explain why some 
articles of food must be avoided because of 
the necessity of exporting them to the allies, 
and show how the available substitutes may 
best be utilized. 

A college “war board” has already been 
formed, and this committee is now working 
out the details of the plan which will make 
Defiance College the greatest agency for 
constructive patriotism in this section of the 
State. The faculty has chosen three repre- 
sentatives, and each of the college classes 
have chosen two representatives, making a 
board of fifteen members. These students 
have divided themselves into small commit- 
tees for the consideration of particular 
phases of the problem, and definite pro- 
posals will soon be made to the entire stu- 
dent body for immediate inauguration. 


The following constitute the war board: 
Faculty—Dean George C. Enders, Miss 


Helen Walters, and Fred Guy Strickland; 
Seniors—Julius E. Bardelmeier and Miss 
Margaret Cottrell; Juniors—Miss Lorna M. 
ynn and August Hirby; Sophomores—F. 
Rudolph and Miss Nan Williams; 
Erma Thompson an 


L 
Oto 
Freshmen—Miss 





. 
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Judson R. Jones; Unclassified Students— 
Miss Emma Westfall and M. H. Beener. 

The plan was first conceived by Acting 
President Albert G. Caris, as the result of 
the numerous requests for help which are 
now being sent to all colleges by various 
organizations of the government and outside 
philanthropic agencies. He placed the mat- 
ter before representatives of the faculty, 
and then before the entire student body, 
with the result that the movement was set 
on foot by the college as a whole, and will 
be carried out not as a faculty enterprise, 
but as a united effort on the part of the 
entire college body. 

Requests for specific services are being 
made by the War Department, the Food Ad- 
ministration, the Council for National De- 
fense, the Red Cross, the Y. M. C. A., and 
by many other similar organizations. Al- 
though it will probably not be possible to 
do everything which is being asked, it is 
believed that under the direction of the new 
Committee on War Activities, every student 
will be enlisted for definite patriotic work. 

In every college, both the young men and 
the young women have been disturbed over 
their relation to the national emergency, 
and it is thought that the feeling that they 
were not accomplishing much for the cause 
to which the government has devoted itself 
has led many men below the draft age to 
enlist from the Defiance student body when 
they might have been of greater service re- 
maining at their studies in the college. Now 
the students of Defiance College: will not 
only be performing specific tasks for the 
nation, but their studies will be so conducted 
as to fit them for the best possible service 
to their country not only in war time, but 
after the conflict is over.—Defiance Col- 
legian. 





Francis B. Pearson, State Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, paid a visit to De- 
fiance Thursday, and delivered two ad- 
dresses before audiences representing a 
large part of the educational forces of the 
county. At the college chapel in the fore- 
noon, Dr. Pearson spoke before the student 
body and faculty, basing his remarks on 
three definitions of education which he gave. 
In the afternoon, members of the seventeen 
school boards of the county met in the 
county courtroom and listened to a forceful 
— for one hundred per cent. education 
of the rising generation. 

The meeting of school boards was called 
to order by County Superintendent W. W. 
Heater, who made several suggestions for 
the proper conduct of the schools during 
the coming year. 

Dr. Pearson began his afternoon address 
by urging support among the schools of the 
Liberty Loan and War Savings campaigns, 
which had already been explained to the 
delegates by the County Liberty Loan Com- 
mittee. He then told of standing on the 
street in a large city recently and noticing 
that twenty-five per cent. of the people who 
passed him had noticeable physical imper- 
fection. 

“If any Ohio farmer,” declared the 
speaker, “should see the same percentage of 
imperfection in his stock, he would say it 
was time to get busy and improve the 
strain.” 

He then cited the example of marriage 
of a certain man to a feeble-minded girl. 
In three generations their descendants num- 
bered 480, the most of whom were epileptic, 
alcoholic, insane, or otherwise so unfit for 
society, that they would have been chloro- 
formed had they been live stock instead of 
humans. The speaker pointed to the 4,000 
defective children in Ohio who are never put 
on exhibition at the state fair beside the 
fine live stock. He pointed to the Lima in- 
sane hospital, built at a cost of two million 
dollars, and maintained at a yearly cost of 
one million. 

“It is a shame to our State,” he said, 
“that we have this place to incarcerate our 
insane, because we ought not to have any 
insane. I am talking about those people 
who are insane because of inheritance, and 
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tainted blood. How soon will we rid our- 
selves of this curse? 


“My son is in love, which is a good x 
But I ask him, as all fathers should as 
their sons, if this girl will be the woman he 
wants to be the mother of his children. I 
talk temperance to my son, but I go farther 
than the ordinary preacher, because I say 
you don’t want your grandchildren to point 
to you and say you are the cause of their 
being cripples because you didn’t live right.” 


“You don’t allow your stock to ma 
simply because they fall in love—how muc 
more important is the human race! I saw 
a four-year-old child dying a death of agony 
because of the misdeeds of its grandfather, 
while the child’s mother | the bedside 
prayed, ‘God, come take my baby.’ It was 
one of the most pitiful things I have ever 
witnessed. And that child’s grandfather 
committed murder just as surely as any 
man who ever pulled a trigger.” 


Dr. Pearson said that it is no wonder that 
only seventy-five per cent. of the race is 
physically fit, because seventy-five per cent. 
is all that is required of the child in the 
schools. The high school boy who gets a 
job in a bank finds that he must be 100 
per cent. accurate. The train man must get 
more than nine words of a twelve-word mes- 
sage correct, or he will wreck his train. A 
crowd of people is only seventy-five per 
cent. right because we are used to a seventy- 
five per cent. diet. 


The problem of the school superintend- 
ents and boards of the country, announced 
the speaker, is something more than the 
provision of ventilating systems and new 
books. Their task is to produce a 100 per 
cent. civilization. 


This problem will continue as long as 
there are children born into the world. 
Won’t we wake up to the fact that seventy- 
five per cent. won’t do the conduct of the 
human race? Nothing but 100 per cent. 
will do. Sincerity and integrity must be 
100 per cent. pure. Your job is to go back 
and produce that kind of a world. 


At Defiance College in the forenoon, Dr. 
Pearson said he had been meeting people 
in various States who spoke of Defiance 
College, and that the fame of the institution 
was going abroad. He wondered where the 
students before him would be twenty years 
hence. 


“Education is the process of disregarding 
rights in the interests of privileges.” The 
man who insists on his rights goes through 
life in a belligerent mood. We should look 
for privileges of doing good, and not for 
chances to insist on our own rights. 

“Education is the process of raising the 
level of appreciation.” We talk about going 
to Heaven, but we ought to do some of the 
climing here on earth, on the golden stairs 
of art, literature, and music. 


“The best I can wish for you,” said Dr. 
Pearson in conclusion, “is that each day 
shall see you step up to a higher level of 
appreciation—so that when the end comes, 
you will not have to climb to Heaven—you 
will be there already.” 


THE SECOND MILE 


Stern Duty said: “Go walk a mile, 
And help thy brother bear his load.” 
I walked reluctant; but, meanwhile, 
My heart grew soft with help bestowed. 


Then Love said: “Go another mile.” 
I went, and Duty spake no more. 

But Love arose, and, with a smile, 
Took all the burden that I bore. 


"Tis ever thus when Duty calls; 
If we spring quickly to obey, 
Love comes, and whatsoe’er befalls, 
We’re glad to help another day. 
The second mile we walk with joy; 
Heaven’s goes with us on the road; 
So let us all our powers employ 
To help our brother bear life’s load. 
—Stephen Moore, in Methodist Recorder. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Providence, R. I—The Elmwood Chris- 
tian church is filling a large place in the 
community, and the various departments 
are active and prosperous in their work. 
The Men’s Brotherhood is a strong factor 
in the church life. A Brotherhood Bulletin 
is published biweekly in the interest of the 
cause of Christ and to further the work of 
the Brotherhood. The Junior Brotherhood 
is growing fast. Seventeen were present at 
a recent class session. They are organizing 
their social work, preparing for gymnasium 
exercise and play and are enlarging the 
staff of teachers of the Bible class. Grate- 
ful letters have been received from various 
boys in the service, to whom Christmas 
boxes were sent by the Brotherhood, with 
the aid of an efficient committee of ladies. 
The Rhode Island State Christian Endeavor 
Convention was recently held in the Elm- 
wood Christian church, over four hundred 
delegates being present. It was an enthusi- 
astic and inspiring session. 





East Lynn, Mass.—The following report 
shows something of the activity of the Peo- 
ple’s church, of which Brother P. S. Sailer 
is pastor: 


About 150 gathered at the People’s Christian 
church, Eastern Avenue, last evening, for a Washing- 
ton’s Birthday social and entertainment. A delight- 
ful program was carried out, consisting of readings 
by Master Allan Anderson ; vocal solos, Daisy Sailer ; 
Mrs. John O’Connor ; violin solo, Orville Sailer. Dur- 
ing the evening a big surprise was sprung on the 
audience when the chairman of the evening an- 
nounced the arrival at the church of those who had 
been so anxiously awaited for months, Rev. Eugene 
and Bessie Ham Willard, who have just returned 
from India. A joyous welcome was accorded the 
couple from their home church and many were afford- 
ed the opportunity to personally congratulate them 
on their safe return. During the evening Mr. Willard 
told one of his interesting stories of India, and Mrs. 
Willard gave a short talk to the children, fitting a 
pair of gold gloves to one of the girls. They will be 
at the church on Sunday morning to greet all their 
friends. At the close of the social, refreshments were 
served by the committee in charge. 





New Bedford, Mass.—At the recent 
Christian Endeavor convention for Bristol 
County, held in Taunton, Mass., Mr. Her- 
bert E. Davis was reelected district secre- 
tary. The leading address was delivered by 
Rev. Henry Arnold, who took for his sub- 
ect, “The Ideal Endeavorer.” Mr. Davis 
is of our New Bedford church and is at 
present superintendent of the Spruce St. 
Sunday-school. Mr. Arnold is pastor of the 
Bogle St. Christian church, Fall River, 
Mass. 





Some time ago we indicated our purpose 
to make report in the New England Letter 
as to additions to church membership in our 
New England churches during the year 
1917. The churches represen in our re- 
port are a small part of the total number, 
only twenty being included in the figures 
below, but some interesting facts are re- 
vealed, which should give us courage. At 
Manchester, N. H., a new life is manifest. 
The church had a membership of over fifty 
several months ago, oy a very few of 
whom had been connected with the old or- 
ganization. That number has been ma- 
terially increased within a few weeks. The 
other nineteen give us a report of approxi- 
mately three hundred new recruits. Surely 
our New England work is far from being 
dead. Some of the figures may not be exact, 
and the omission of some churches which 
should be recorded means that no response 
was received to the Secretary’s appeal for 
information. The reports for the twenty 
churches follow: Franklin, N. H., 88; Man- 
chester, N. H., 56; Providence, R. f. 38; 
Kittery (2d), Maine, 37; Westerly, R. I., 
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26; People’s Christian, Lynn, Mass., 19 
Portsmouth, N. H., 16; New Bedford, 
Mass., 14; Wolfeboro, N. H., 9; South Dan- 
bury, N. H.; Amesbury and Haverhill, each 
8; Kittery (First), Maine; Fall River 
(Franklin St.) and Albion, Maine, each 7; 
Lubec, Maine, 6; Ogunquit, Maine, 5; Rye, 
N. H., and Bangor, Maine, each 2; North 
Shrewsbury, Vt., 1. Surely these facts 
should give us courage, as we go forward 
in the year 1918. NGLISH. 


ILLINOIS 


Newton—Last Sunday morning was the 
time for our patriotic service. Had a splen- 
did program. We have on our honor roll 
the names of sixteen boys. Sunday-school 
is increasing some since the weather is get- 
ing better. The congregation for church 
has _— some also.—FLORENCE SCAR- 
BER, P. C. 


Olney, March 1—The meetings at Olney 
started off encouragingly with Evangelist 
Eastes. He is a strong evangelist, safe and 
sane. I assisted five evenings and was well 
received. Am now at Wynoose, Rev. W. 
Land, pastor. The meetings started with 
a bound, but the heavy rainfall and muddy 
roads have hindered somewhat. Also, Pas- 
tor Land received a phone message to come 
home to his sick wife, who is dangerously 
ill. All of these things militate against the 
meeting. We will have to hold alone, but 
we are trusting God for victory. I have 
plenty of calls, but if any church needs the 
State Evangelist, let me know. Am anxious 
to help the weakest, or those that are “down 
and out.”—A. H. BENNETT. 


Urbana—The Daily Courier of recent 
date, in reporting the meeting in the Chris- 
tian church in that city, says: 


The evangelistic campaign of three weeks closed 
at the First Christian church last night with thirteen 
conversions on the last night, making a total of sixty- 
four conversions in all, fifty-one of whom united 
with the church, one is to unite later, and the other 
twelve were urged by the pastor to unite with the 
church of their choice at once, insisting that every 
church was God’s institution in the world to win men 
and women to Christ and build them up in the 
Christian faith, and that it makes no difference 
what church a person joins, but that it makes all 
the difference what kind of a life a person leads 
after he has joined the church. Eleven united with 
the church by letter, making sixty-two additions to 
the church during the campaign. 

Of the thirteen who came forward last night to 
=o Christ, seven were men, two being city of- 


ic 
The church was packed to its utmost capacity in 
both auditoriums. A magnificent spirit prevailed. 
Mr. tribute to th 


their devotion. He said that though he had held 
meetings for churches of more than a thousand 
members, he had never had better support and co- 
operation in any meeting. 

Wednesday night at 7:30 an old-time prayer-meet- 
ing and testimony service will be held at the church 
and the pastor, R. C. Helfenstein, will speak on the 
subject, ““How to Win Out in the Christian Life,” 
or “Knocking the Devil Down 
converts are -urged to be present at this service, 
which is open to the public. An evangelistic service 
will be held every Wednesday night until Easter, and 
the revival spirit carried on. The new converts and 
all the personal workers are invited to make the most 
of their opportunity at these Wednesday 
evangelistic services and the Sunday night services 
to win others to Christ. 

The pastor will preach an evangelistic sermon ev- 
ery Sunday and Wednesda: 
every member 

.” each Christian trying to 
else for Christ and the Christian life before Easter 
Sunday. 

Tuscola, March 1—What the world needs 
first and ge is a _ church, — 
especially spirit and devotion to Jesus 
Christ. It is all that will unite. “That 
they all may be one . . . that the world may 

eve,” etc. Had the Church been more 
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of a unit; walking after the spiritual more 
than the material, some of the saddest evils 
in which the world is now passing through 
might have been avoided. The wail of Jesus 
over His Gentile followers is quite as sad 
as His lament over Jerusalem: “O Gentile, 
Gentile, how oft would I have gathered you 
together!” etc. Their work is closing up 
and Israel will be restored. Watch and pray 
and let us be ready when He comes. There 
were eleven prayers at the Christian En- 
deavor in Milmine on Sunday evening. The 
missionary society of the Christian church 
at Tuscola meets to-day with Mr. and Mrs. 
I. M. Hoel. Twenty-seven members and 
visitors were present. Much enthusiasm is 
seen among them for the cause we love so 
well. The Sunday-school lesson for March 
8 isa good type of world conditions with 
a tempest-tried church. Let us be sure that 
Jesus is in the ship and the outcome will be 
well.— HOEL. 


_ Olney, March 2—We are now in a very 
interesting meeting at Olney. We 

the seventeenth of February. The first even- 
ing Rev. Thomas Wade preached, the second 
evening our State man, Elder Bennett, 
preached, the third evening Rev. Early 
preached; then came the evangelist, Rev. 
George D. Eastes. The visiting brethren 
certainly did some fine preaching and great- 
ly encouraged the work. The coming of 
Brother Eastes seems as a godsend to the 
church here. The church is working as it 
never has worked before, large numbers are 
under conviction. Great crowds are attend- 
ing the services; many are turned away 
who cannot get in the building. Rev. Eastes 
is a strong gospel preacher, and has a won- 
derful grip on the people. He preaches a 


“plain gospel, without resorting to worldly 


methods to induce people to come and hear. 
He depends upon the Word to bring and 
hold the people. We thank God for his 
coming, also for the dear brethren who were 
here and helped to give the meeting a start 
before the evangelist arrived. Field Man 
Bennett scored a — at Oblong, reopen- 
ing the work there with some very promis- 
ing people. I hope those who have made 
—— to the State work will soon pay to 
the retary, Rev. J. F. Brooks, Carbon- 
dale. We are very much in need of finances 
with which to carry on our work. Elder 
Bennett is now at Wynoose in a series of 
meetings. Churches wishing his services 
write me for date. Dr. F 
Shepherd, of Sumner, was with us last night 
at the services. He was en route to Hidalgo. 
President Baughman passed through this 
place yesterday on the way to his Board 
appointment. We were glad to greet the 
brethren. Our superintendent, George 
Stage, is held away from church this week 
on account of a crushed ankle. We pray 
for his recovery. The Lord has weidundp 
blessed his labors as superintendent of our 
Sunday-school. The past winter has been 
a severe blow to our school, cutting our at- 
tendance in half. We are trying to rally 
our forces for the spring. Mr. George Mad- 
den, our cousin, who moved to Walden, 
Indiana, some years ago, was with us two 
nights in the meeting this week. He says 
there is no Christian church at that place, 
but yet he takes THE HeRaLp, wee ee + 
ince he 
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tinue to bring the “glad tidings to them.” 
Pray for the meetings here—ALVIN O. 
JACOBS. 


Palestine—I began a meeting with the 
Christian church at Bethna, Jasper County, 
on the thirty-first ult. The community 
was in a low ebb of spirituality. The 
satanic power had spent its vim in the roar- 
ing lion style. It was somewhat a discour- 
aging outlook. Our attendance was small, 
owing to the heavy snowdrifts in the high- 
way and the cold weather. It was simply 
hard to get the same congregation, either 
day or night. It was noticed that there was 
an upward growth in those who were able 
to attend somewhat regularly. At the end 
of the first week some of the brethren came 
to me for counsel relative to getting some 
assistance. I told them it was up to them, 
as I had agreed to hold the meeting without 
assistance. They settled on Brother Hoel, 
who came the eleventh and stayed until 
Friday night. Brother Thomas Wade was 
with us a few days and nights. Both the 
brethren did some good preaching, which 
was received with grateful hearts. We feel 
sure that they did us good. After Friday 
night, the brethren, the faithful few, with 
my assistance, ran until Tuesday. I came 
home Tuesday evening and returned on Sat- 
urday, it being our regular meeting day. 
In the meantime I received a letter from 
a@ young man in Camp Logan, Texas, want- 
ing to become a member of the Bethna 
church. Well, I was up against something 
that had never crossed my path before in 
the thirty-five years of my work. I trusted 
in God for my help; so, after an hour or 
two of thought and meditation, it came to 
me, by “proxy.” That settled, the next 
thought was who could play the “proxy.” It 
was not long until that was also settled— 
his father and mother. I wrote him at once 
and told him the program which was car- 
ried out Sunday night. The young man 
had enlisted in Company B, 130 U. S. In- 
fantry, Illinois Volunteers. It was the 
young man that wrote the article, “The Im- 
perative Need of Religious Influence in the 
United States Army Camp,” which was pub- 
lished in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 
of January 17, 1918. If you have not read 
it, it will pay you to hunt up the number 
(No. 8) and read it carefully. Marvin was 
a successful teacher in Jasper County, but 
when the call came to save our country, he 
was among the first to enlist. His father 
is one of the deacons of the Bethna church 
and has been a true and a devoted worker 
for the Master.—J. M. P. 


MISSOURI 


Baring, March 8—We just closed a very 
successful meeting with the Oak Grove 
church. The U. B. church is located two 
miles distant from this church, so at the 
beginning of the meeting we called on the 
pastor, Rev. Shaffer, and invited him to 
attend our services. We decided to hold a 
union meeting, having services half-time 
at each church. At the end of the first 
week we decided to continue the meeting at 
our church. The U. B. membership did not 
turn out well, but the pastor came and 
preached night about. It has seldom been 
my privilege to meet a more earnest, con- 
secrated man than Brother Shaffer. He is 
an able preacher and is doing much toward 
unionizing the people in that community. 
We held the last three services in the U. B. 
church and they were indeed fellowship 
meetings. The language of one of old: “Be- 
hold how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” The 
visible results were not large, only one unit- 
ing with the Christian church, but the 
larger results were felt rather than seen. 
The parsonage is completed, and paid for. 
There was a debt of $200.00. After the com- 
munion service on Sunday we raised $300.09 
in a few moments. Next year we hope to 
have a permanent pastor located in the new 
parsonage, and then hope to make this place 
a strong community center. I cannot tell 
you much about Baring and Pleasant Ridge 
churches. I have been away in revival meet- 
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ings, having been with Brother Rhodes al- 
most three weeks in a very pleasant and 
successful meeting, before going to Oak 
Grove. My son, Fey, has had charge of the 
regular services at these churches. He re- 
ports good meetings, and the brethren say 
nice things concerning “the boy.” He is 
now through with his school, and is in a 
position to serve some church as pastor.— 
E. H. WILLeEY. 


Weaubleau, Feb. 27—The writer has just 
held a week’s meeting with the Bethany 
Christian church and while the meeting was 
not what we hoped and prayed for, yet we 
believe much good was done. The faithful 
few that are always ready to do what they 
can were made stronger and more ready 
to live and do more for the Master and a 
few of the .cold or careless members (of 
which there are so many in all the churches) 
were perhaps helped to see the need of a 
greater effort on their part. Sinners were 
made to feel their guilt and sins which unfit 
them for heaven. Two young ladies were 
happily converted and united with the 
church. Others gave their hands for 
prayers, and if the meeting could have gone 
on, we think much more good would have 
been done, but there was sickness in several 
families and some were afraid of the 
measles or smallpox, which was near, and 
the writer got sick, so we thought best to 
close and leave it with God and the people. 
The brothers and sisters and friends remem- 
bered the preacher with their love and 
prayers and means, for all of which I am 
thanking God and praying His blessings on 
them all. I have grown old with many of 
these friends, but we still love one another. 
—JOHN D. SIMMs. 


OHIO 


Dayton—Walnut Hills—We closed a 
two-weeks’ revival meeting last Sunday ev- 
ening, with a deep spiritual awakening of 
the people, twenty additions by confession, 
and eight by transfer. The evangelist was 
Rev. A. K. Zartmann, an uncle of the pas- 
tor, and the evangelist’s wife did splendid 
and helpful work in singing the gospel. The 
sermons were of the “solid foundation” kind 
and our people speak most highly of them.— 
PRESSLEY E. ZARTMANN, Pastor. 


Troy, Feb. 26—The Daily News of yester- 
day says: 

There is a growing interest and attendance in the 
school work. The men’s class, number six, had an 
attendance of 70. The school is responding splendidly 
in the special series of Decision Day exercises plan- 
ned for the morning hour of worship. Next Sunday 
morning classes 15, 16, and 17, taught by Gertrude 
Reed, Margaret Smith, and Alma Coble, will report 
on their work for the year at this service. 

The pastor’s sermon theme was, “The Uses of the 
Sabbath,” continuing the series from Mark. The 
choir sang as a special number, “Some Day.” The 
following persons were received into church member- 
ship, Mrs. S. C. Stoner, Mrs. George McGalliard, Mrs. 
Anna E. Honeyman, and Mrs. Viola Landrey. 

At the seven o’clock union service, Rev. J. C. Rob- 
erts preached on Isaiah’s vision of the coming King- 
dom. His sermons contrasted saving faith and vic- 
torious faith. Carl Norris sang, “Open the Gates” 
for the offertory. The choir rendered, “The King of 
Love,” Shelley. 

The Wednesday evening service will be in charge 


of Rev. H. L. Meister and will be held in the Chris- 
tian anne assembly room, beginning at seven 
o’cloc 


On Friday evening the men of the church will have 
charge of the March missionary meeting. 

other program features, they will present Rev. E. K. 
McCord for an address. Mr. M 
returned from Japan. 

The Christian Endeavor Society will resume their 
work next Sunday evening with the president, Theo- 
dore Lindley, leading the meeting, “Christian Duty 
and ** Consecration. 


The official board meets in the regular session in 
pastor’s study at 7:30 on Tuesday evening next. 


Carysville, Feb. 26—The people of the 
Carysville Christian church had a very 
pleasant day with Dr. M. T. Morrill, Feb. 
17. He was with us for both morning and 
evening services. In the morning he — 
on the conditions existing in Porto Rico; 
the opportunity and necessity of missiona- 
ries, which was greatly enj 


resent. In the 1 lh A 


foll 
deavor he showed the ticon views 
orrill must 


of Japan to a full house. Dr. 





MarcH 7, 1918 


be heard to be fully appreciated. Surely 
no one can listen to his talks and not be in- 
spired to do more for the cause of missions. 
May the fruits of his visit with us be seen 
later and may God’s blessing rest upon him 
and all who are endeavoring to carry on the 
mission work.—Mrs. EMMA LICKLIDER, 
Church Clerk, Rosewood, Ohio, R. D. 1. 


ONTARIO 


Newmarket—Newmarket just completed 
the raising of $450 for electric motor, for 
our pipe organ. Sunday-school is wing 
and Christian Endeavor is in splendid con- 
dition. All departments of church in flour- 
ishing condition. The choir gave two con- 
certs, one at the town hall in Newmarket 
and one in Aurora, and cleared more than 
$100.00. The money will be used in choir 
work. Besides the hundred dollars cleared, 
they gave one hundred dollars to Red Cross 
work. Are preparing for Decision Day in 
Sunday-school. Are expecting to have a 
number to decide for Christ—A. E. Bay. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Akers-ville—The revival meeting at Side- 
ling Hill Christian church closed February 
21, which resulted in nine professions, eight 
uniting with the church. It was a spiritual 
feast to many. The church has been much 
revived and has a bright outlook before it. 
We were pleased to have with us at these 
services Miss Gussie Hanines, or Hagers- 
town, Md., who gave us some fine selections 
of music that were received with apprecia- 
tion; D. W. Jay, of Everett, R. D. 4, who 
shared in the fight against sin. The breth- 
ren seemed to forget the bad roads and 
snowdrifts and came to the house of God for 
worship. Services were well attended, and 
each seemed willing to do what they could 
8 Christ and His cause——Lewis A. Dvu- 

ALL. 


Laurel Ridge, Feb. 20—The meeting at 
the Laurel Ridge Christian church was held 
by Rev. T. P. Garland, of Needmore. The 
pastor at this place is held in the high- 
est esteem by his people. May God’s bless- 
ing ever continue to rest on us all. While 
only four confessed Christ, we feel that 
much good was done that has not come to 
light yet. Brother Garland has only been 
with these people a few months and we 
predict a bright future for him. We were 
also visited by Brother Davy Hollinshead, 
from the Sideling Hill Christian church. 
He is filled with the Spirit and is not afraid 
to declare against Satan and his ways. 
While the dark clouds of war are hovering 
over our nation, and many vacant chairs 
are in homes where our boys have been call- 
ed to arms, my oldest son, Stanley Quay 
Mellott, being one among the first to an- 
swer the call and who is still in the train- 
ing camp, our prayers go with them and 
may God’s blessings be added is our sincere 
desire. Pray for us, that we may do God’s 
will—Mrs. Ropert W. MELLoTT. 


Warfordsburg—On Janua 
tor, Rev. A. R. Garland, closed a two-weeks’ 
series of meetings with the Pleasant Grove 
church, resulting in the decision of four 
of our dear Sunday-school boys and girls 
to live their whole lives for Christ. Oh, 
may He give them grace to bear the tempta- 
tions and tests that come to them as they 
may labor and live for Him! I cannot 
forget one boy’s answer, as he said: “Yes, 
we are coming to-night, and we want you 
to speak to those two of our classmates 
whom we want to come ri 
not strange that he could see some work 
to do as soon as he had decided, nor that he 
should desire his friends to know Him. Oh, 
are we all as zealous to have our friends to 
know Him, who is our Comfort, the Bless- 
ing, the Daily Staff of our lives? 
were glad to have with us that aged, faith- 
ful servant of God, A. W. May, two — 


ure ieened 0 lendid sermon; also 

Z. J. Powers, of Needmore, Pa., a few even- 

ings, who did all he could to win souls to 
We were also ably assisted by a 


27, the pas- 
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dear sister of the Missionary Baptist 
church of Hagerstown, who has had a large 
and interesting experience in the slum and 
rescuing work in Baltimore. Her physical 
vision is almost extinct, but her spiritual 
vision is clear and her prayers, songs, and 
words of exhortation were helpful to the 
meeting. We were inspired and blessed by 
the presence and help of several other 
brethren and sisters of sister churches. It 
is indeed sweet to labor together for Him, 
but we are always grieved at the close of 
a meeting for the work that remains un- 
done, for the souls that reject and perse- 
cute such a dear, loving Savior, for those 
who are so blindly beguiled by the ee 
er of souls—oh, if they could only 
see Satan’s subtility and untruth and if 
they would only believe in Christ’s deliver- 
ing power! We have reorganized our Sun- 
day-school and Christian Endeavor society, 
also our missionary society, all of which are 
kept open during the year, but which have 
been somewhat hindered by the snowdrifts 
of the season. Our pastor is faithful and 
his sermons are good. May God bless him. 
We are now preparing for our Easter serv- 
ice, at which time we have our foreign mis- 
sion rally. We want to give more than ever 
this year. May God bless our editor and 
all the dear HERALD readers, as well as all 
His children everywhere—BLANCHE C. 
SMITH, Church Clerk. 


FROM THE NORFOLK PASTORATE TO 
THE URBANA EVANGELISTIC 
CAMPAIGN 


The undersigned closed his work as the 
pastor of the Third Christian church in 
Norfolk, Va., on December 31, 1917, with 
the purpose of entering the evangelistic 
field. He realized the personal sacrifice in- 
volved in the undertaking. It not only 
meant the giving up of home and home 
comforts to almost constantly separated 
from loved ones and friends, it meant also 
the severing of a relationship as pastor 
and people that was the most pleasant, in 
every respect, at least from the pastor’s 
view-point, which had been sustained and 
enjoyed for a period of four years. It 
meant turning away from one of the most 
pleasant pastorates that can be found with- 
in the bounds of the Christian Church, a 
membership most loyal to the Kingdom, a 
congregation with a splendid missionary 
vision and which has supported its own 
representative in the foreign field from the 
very day it ceased to receive missionary 
money for its own support, a congregation 
which, though but ten and a half years of 
age, is one of the strongest churches from 
the standpoint of real service to be found 
among us and which bids fair to become one 
of our greatest churches in the future. 


But the opportunities of that field are 
turned over to another and this writer is 
engaged in the great field of evangelism. 
The first meeting after leaving Norfoik was 
conducted in Urbana, Illinois, in the First 
Christian church, of which Rev. R. C. Hel- 
fenstein, M. A., D. D., is the efficient and 
popular pastor. It was a great meeting and 
was a success, because of the force that was 
back of it, represented in the pastor and 
congregation. The evangelist had never be- 
fore found such thorough preparation on the 
part of the local forces as he found at this 

lace. Dr. Helfenstein and his loyal people 
had laid a solid foundation in preparation 
for the campaign and which in itself well 
nigh assured the success of the undertaking. 
The pote had been praying definitely for 
months for the revival and when the time 
came, business, pleasure, and everything 
else was made secondary to the meeting. 


Many of the men of the church left their 
laces of business and their offices and the 
ies left their home duties and went out 
after their friends an 
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church in the midst of the University at- 
mosphere, but God here honored the prayers 
and the efforts of His people and once more 
it was demonstrated that God is willing to 
use His children anywhere and under any 
circumstances, if they will but permit Him 
to use them. 

The church loves the pastor greatly and 
it follows his splendid leadership to a unit. 
Dr. Helfenstein is a remarkable personality. 
He is thoroughly equipped for the work in 
that University center. It was a great in- 
spiration to be associated with him for the 
three weeks. He puts Jesus Christ supreme 
in all things and that is one of the secrets 
of his great success in his work. Every- 
body believes in him and loves him and he 
has not only a grip on the work of his own 
church, but he has a grip on the life of the 
entire Twin Cities which is nothing less 
than remarkable. 

May God’s blessing continue upon the pas- 
tor and congregation at Urbana. 

GeorcE D. EASTEs. 


THE FAITHFUL FEW 


EpIToR OF THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIB- 
ERTY:—In looking over THE HERALD of 
January 17, I saw an article from our Cor- 
responding Secretary in regard to our quar- 
terly session of conference, in which he says 
our numbers were few, which is true. But 
remember, brother, it is not the thunder 
that kills the people, it is the lightning. 
The Holy Spirit surely was in evidence at 
that quarterly session, and notwithstanding 
o few in numbers, the faithful few were 

ere. 


When the meeting is called to order and 
You look around the room, 
You’re sure to see some faces 
That from out the shadows loom, 
That are always at the meeting, 
And stay till it is through. 
The ones that I would mention 
Are the always “faithful few.” 


No matter what the weather, 
Though it may be awful hot, 
It may be dark and rainy, 
But they are tried and true, 
The ones that you depend on 
Are the always “faithful few.” 


There are lots of worthy members 
Who will come when in the mood, 


And are necessary, too, 
But the ones who never fail us 
Are the always “faithful few.” 


If it were not for those faithful, 
Whose shoulders at the wheel 
Keep the church moving onward, 
Without a halt or reel, 
What would be the fate of churches 
That claim so much to do? 
They surely would go under 
But for the “faithful few.” 


J. M. Tur«K. 
Boscobel, Wis. 


DEATH OF DEACON BOWERS 


Abraham H. Bowers was born December 
8, 1842, and departed from this life at his 
home in Darlington, Indiana, February 16, 
1918. He was married to Martha C. 
Booher, April 21, 1864, and to this union 
was born one daughter, Ina L., who with 
her mother survives. 

For more than twenty-seven years Broth- 
er Bowers was a devout and active member 
of the Christian Church, holding the office 
of deacon at the time of his death, which 
office he conscientiously filled. Ever ready 
to the extent of his ability to render any 
assistance to his pastor. 

He was also a trustee of Union Christian 
College for a number of years. 5 

As a mark of the high esteem in which 
he was held in the communi , ot 


in the town was 
i. Nicely 


funeral, which took place at the 
church, Tuesday afternoon. 

of 

W. M ' 

former pastors 


services were in 


The funeral 
the writer, assisted by Rev. 
of the M. E. Church, and 
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Rev. W. H. Martin and Rev. C. B. Kersh- 
ner, who delivered the sermon. 

_ In the death of Brother Bowers the Chris- 
tian Church has sustained a great loss, but 
his influence will long be felt in the church 
and conference. J. M. BrapBury. 


THE CHRISTIAN ANNUAL 


The Annual is a gem. I got six, and the 
people here took them all, so I have to send 
for two more. I just announced that I had 
them, told them they could get them for 
fifty cents a copy, and they came and 
bought them all and gave me two orders 
besides. A. E. Bacsy. 
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RECITATIONS, DIALOGUES, AND 
SONGS 

Easter Tidings is the only book of 
its kind published. The object is to 
supply in one volume, a sufficient col- 
lection of Recitations, Dialogues, 
Songs, Responsive Readings, etc., for 
those who P ted to prepare their own 
service. Contains 170 very best Reci- 
tations, 17 excellent Dialogues, 23 
brightest Solos and Unison Songs, 
a Readings, etc., 96 pages in 


Price, 25 Cents 





EASTER PROGRAMS 


Life Immortal 

At Eastertide 

Morning in the Garden 

The Gate Ajar 

The King Victorious 

The Day Triumphant 

services listed above are new. 

Prices: Single copy, 6 cents; Dozen, 
eens $5.00 the hundred, all post- 
paid. 





EASTER TREASURY NO. 23 
Contains recitations, dialogues, 
drills, ete. Price, 15 cents, postpaid. 





The Christian Publishing Association 
Fifth and Ludlow Streets 
DAYTON, OHIO 





For Bibles, Books, Maps, Sunday-school 
Supplies of all Kinds, it is worth your while 
to write The Christian Publishing Associa- 
tion, Dayton, Ohio. 
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THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


NETUM RATHBUN, Manager, Dayton, O. 


Tus Herat or GosreL Limeaty is published every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 
the interest of the cause of Christ as represented in 
the work of the Christian Church. 


One YOO ...cceccccccccccvcccccccesccccesccese $1.75 

Tem Months ......ccccccccccccccccsccccccsccees 1.50 

Five Months ......cccccccccccsceseccccesceces 7 

Two Months .......cccccccccccccccsccccscseees 380 
IN ADVANCE 


Discontinuance: The paper will be sent until order- 
ed discontinued. 

If you wish your address changed, give both the 
old and the new address. 

Always watch your label just after you have paid 





ay-School Supplies 

ilt or Bible Class, Intermediate, and 
Junior quarte:...s, uniform lesson series; a Teachers 
and Officers Journal; a four-page weekly paper; a 
combined weekly lesson and story paper for pupils 
under twelve years of age; charts and cards for 
Primary classes. All these are high-grade, edited and 
published by our own people. Samples cheerfully 
furnished. 

The Graded Lessons are carried in stock and orders 
promptly filled. We can also furnish many additional 
supplies and items of equipment for Sunday-schools. 
Let us have your inquiries. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


HOLLAND LETTER 


Holy Neck Christian church had another 
“red letter” day the third Sunday in Feb- 
ruary. Five hundred dollars were 
ust before the sermon and communion serv- 
ce. Well, it was easy. And now the last 
note is to go up in smoke, and that means 
that the $10,000.00 new church is paid for. 
(Brother Editor, you ought to have been 
with us.) 

Cypress Chapel made a “red letter” day 
on the same day Holy Neck was so glad and 
feeling so good. At three p. m., at the close 
of the sermon, the good deacons started 
around with the same “old collection” bas- 
kets, expecting the same “old thirty cents” 
to be put in. 

For the moment these good “collectors” 
forgot that Cypress people were to make 
their first “offering” at that very moment 
in the duplex envelopes. Well, it was amus- 
ing to look at the attempt, on the part of the 
good deacons, to pile up, in and on a pint 
“collection” basket a peck of duplex en- 
velopes. 

Two young men saw the struggle and 
rescued the snowed-under former “collec- 
tors,” by passing two number ten hats. 

Mr. Editor, it was an “offering” of $74.00 
for current expenses of Cypress Chapel 
church by all of the people, for the Lord. 

Now we have two “collection” baskets for 
some out-of-date church. Send in your 
name. We desire, and must have, four 
large plates to take our “offering.” 

When it rains it pours. When Mrs. 
Black and the writer finished shaking hands 
and congratulating the good people on their 
new move, we hurried to our car (Ford), 
thinking of how happy the people were. A 
dream? Not so, it was real. Our car was 
most full of all the things that it takes to 
make a yonnding. for a preacher and his 
family. If Mr. Hoover could only see our 
pantry now! It was not a “collection,” it 
was an “offering.” 

Holland Christian church is waiting for 
the return of the bluebird, then the ground 
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will be piled high with brick, sand d 
Contracts for brick and heavy 
lumber have been let. War or no war, 
$20,000.00 church must be built. The old 
church has long since been sold. We are 
out of a church home. 

Recently Dr. J. O. Atkinson inspired our 
Holland people with his presence and the 
theme nearest his heart—missions. He is 
= Holy Neck the third Sunday in 


What is to k him from succeeding? 
Everybody prays for him, and all who can 
c a pledge or the cash for missions. 

en he preaches to you and then calls on 
Monday morning and gives you the optimis- 
tic handshake and the assuring ile, the 
money is given. 

I have sold to our people six of the 1918 
Christian Annuals. Dr. J. F. Burnett has 
spared no effort in his desire to give to 


as well as vital. Not only should every 
minister, but every officer of sete church, 
should have one of these Ann . Then 
we would all know more of our denomina- 
tion in the United States and Canada. 
With us, the ground hog has made good 
as a prophet. B. F. BLACK. 


Holland, Va. 


Official Information 





NEW ADDRESSES 


T. M. 

E. A. Watkins, Lima, Ohio. 

Jesse E. Jones, Route A, Richmond, Indiana. 
° eS Se as Seaton, 3. 
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Two Present-Day Church Topics 


THE CHURCH AND EVANGELISM, 
and 
THE LAYMAN IN CHURCH AND CONFERENCE, 


ably and interestingly presented in a 60-page booklet just issued. 
The first, by Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., and the second by Judge 
O. W. Whitelock. The Foreword is by Rev. W. H. Denison, D. D., 
who says, concerning Dr. Burnett’s topic of Evangelism: ‘‘He 
makes clear the relation of the Word and of preaching to evan- 
gelistic movements. His treatment of Personal Evangelism is very 
fine and will help every one who would become a personal worker. 
All who are interested in Social Evangelism will find strong help: 
He probably reaches his climax in an appeal for Missionary 
and Ministerial Evangelism. Judge Whitelock treats, in a most 
practical way, the call that comes to the layman of our day for 
definite service in his church and conference. 
direct duties of the man in a church, in the Sunday-school, of his 
work in the conference, his duty to missions and the Kingdom.’’ 

It will be very useful to both ministers and laymen. Every 
family should have a copy. The price is only 10 cents per copy, 
postpaid. 
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